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Two  cablegrams  from  Persia  regard- 
ing Mr.  Speer,  "  Improving,"  and  "Will 
leave  as  soon  as  possible.  All  well"  (re- 
ceived January  13)  have  brought  great 
joy,  with  thankfulness  to  God  who  has 
heard  the  prayer  of  his  people.  Letters 
have  also  arrived  showing  that  the  fever 
was  induced  by  severe  and  repeated  ex- 
l)osure  in  travel  to  Teheran  and  thence 
to  Hamadan,  with  eight  crowded  days' 
work  between.  Mr.  Speer  was  escorted 
by  one  of  the  most  prudent  and  experi- 
enced missionaries  in  Persia,  and  the  expo- 
sure seemed  unavoidable,  with  the  allow- 
ance of  time  at  our  Secretary's  command. 

Advantage  to  the  Persia  missions, 
from  Mr.  Speer's  visit,  had  been  already 
great  before  his  illness.  All  reports  are 
in  the  same  strain.  One  says:  "lean 
never  tell  how  much  good  they  did  us. 
The  cream  of  the  whole  was  a  two-days 
spiritual  conference  conducted  by  Mr. 
Speer  and  attended  by  all  of  us  and  such 
native  friends  as  know  English.  Forty 
to  fifty  persons  were  present  at  each  of 
the  six  sessions.  The  Spirit  of  God  was 
in  our  midst  and  we  were  uplifted,  en- 
couraged, helped.  Now  we  are  praying 
for  a  rich  out-pouring  of  the  Spirit  on  our 
work.    We  simply  w/zi-/  have  it  this  year." 

Attention  is  called  to  the  letter  from 
Persia.  For  six  months  our  friends  at 
Oroomiah  have  been  taxed  to  relieve  the 
suffering  refugees.  A  sum  of  money  for 
their  use,  sent  by  the  "Christian  Herald," 
last  spring,  has  been  carefully  adminis- 
tered by  Dr.  Cochran,  but  is  now  ex- 
hausted. Wool  has  been  furnished  for 
needy  women,  to  spin  and  knit;  passports 
to  Russia,  where  they  may  find  work,  have 
been  provided  for  men,  at  $1.80  apiece; 
work  on  roads  and  other  public  improve- 
ments has  emploed  many  others.  All 
contributions  to  this  relief  work,  remitted 
to  Mr.  Wm.  Dulles,  Jr.,  156  Fifth  ave.. 
New  York,  will  be  forwarded  by  him. 

Although  Mrs.  J.  A.  Eakin  was  much 
worn  when  she  reached  this  country,  last 
summer,  and  has  been  a  sufferer  most  of 
the  time  since,  we  were  unprepared  to 
hear   of   her   death.     Laura  Olmstead 


Eakin,  after  sixteen  years  as  mission- 
ary in  Siam,  entered  into  the  rest  of 
God's  children,  at  Anderson,  Ind.,  Jan.  4. 
She  leaves  a  husband  and  two  children. 

The  death  of  Rev.  Wm.  Walker  at  Mil- 
ton, Wis.,  December  9,  removes  the  last 
original  member  of  Gaboon  Mission.  He 
went  first  to  Cape  Palmas,  Liberia,  but 
was  transferred  to  Gaboon  in  1843.  For 
thirty  years  after  he  was  most  of  the  time 
in  Africa,  and  the  corner-stone  of  the 
church,  of  the  Mpongwe  literature,  and 
the  civilization  within  Gaboon  Mission 
was  chiefly  laid  by  his  hands  and  by  his 
associate.  Rev.  Albert  Bushnell.  Mr. 
Walker  left  the  graves  of  two  wives  in 
Africa,  but  he  was  never  embittered  by 
all  his  bereavement,  isolation  and  hard- 
ship, and  to  the  last  kept  the  genial,  loving 
heart  which  made  him  ' '  Father  Walker. " 

Korea  Mission  asks  for  a  re-inforce- 
ment  to  be  sent  forward  at  once:  six 
single  women,  one  of  them  a  physician; 
four  ordained  men  and  four  doctors.  Sup- 
port for  one  man  and  two  women  is 
already  guaranteed.  The  situation  in 
Korea  warrants  the  whole  request  and  the 
granting  it  in  full.  Mrs.  Bishop's  letter 
on  the  subject  is  convincing. 

Annual  meeting  of  West  India  Mission 
closed  at  Panhala,  Nov.  7,  every  member, 
except  those  on  furlough,  having  been 
present.  While  "trying  to  be  moderate 
in  our  requests  for  new  missionaries  "  they 
ask  for  six:  a  man  for  industrial  work  at 
Sangli ;  a  trained  nurse  for  Miraj ;  woman 
physician  for  Kodoli;  an  ordained  man 
for  Vengurle  and  Ratnagiri,  each;  two 
women  for  boarding-school  at  Kolhapur. 
They  borrow  a  nurse,  for  one  year,  from 
the  English  Zenana  Society,  to  assist  Dr. 
Wanless  in  Miraj  Hospital. 

Itineration  is  a  phase  of  missionary 
work  to  which  everybody  at  home  is 
friendly.  '  That  is  going  down  on  the  hard 
pan;  we  believe  in  that.'  For  the  en- 
couragement of  those  who  love  this  scrip- 
tural, self-denying  and  rewardful  service, 
some  facts  are  presented  in  these  pages, 
showing  that  a  considerable  share  of  con- 


30 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


[February, 


tributions  for  foreign  missions  is  absorbed 
in  this  department.  The  amount  varies 
in  different  lands  according  to  means  of 
locomotion,  distance  of  the  fields  visited, 
number  of  itinerating  missionaries,  etc. 
But  in  the  annual  list  of  appropriations 
from  every  mission  may  be  found  such 
items  as  these:  "  Boat-house  and  boats, 
Ratburee,  120  ticah''  (about  $43);  ^''Jin- 
rikisha  for  Bible  women's  work,  Allahabad, 
\%o  rupees''  ($54);  "Oxen,  Mainpurie,  120 
rupees''  ($36) ;  "Mule-cart  and  two  horses, 
Guatemala,  750  pesos"  (about  $350); 
"Horses  and  saddles,  Guerrero,  600  Mex- 
ican"'(about  $360) ;  "Running  the  Nassau, 
Africa,  $500." 

From  the  following  instances  of  itiner- 
ating expense  in  our  missions,  the  current 
year,  it  appears  that  §20o-§3oo  is  an  aver- 
age, handy  fund  for  such  work,  a  share 
convenient  for  many  a  large  Sunday-school 
or  small  church  to  assume: 

Kanazawa,  Japan,  -  35©  j^v?,  $210 
Curityba,  Brazil,  -  7 ,000  w/7;v/j-,  200 
A.  A.  Fulton,  Canton,  -  -  -  180 
Mr.  Chamberlain  and  helper,  Brazil,  240 
Pyeng  Yang,  Korea,  \oo  yen,  -  240 

Petchaburee,  Siam,  '00  ticals,       '  252 

Chefoo,  China,  two  men,         -       -  270  . 

Oroomiah,  Persia,  -  6,000 piasters,  270 
Teheran,  Persia,  -  200  tomans,  200 
Dr.  Mary  Eddy,  Syria,       -       -       -  212 

A  DIGNIFIED  body  of  gentlemen  are 
holding  their  fifth  inter-denominational 
Conference  in  the  assembly  room  at  our 
end  of  the  hall,  as  these  pages  are  made 
up.  Is  it  only  our  fancy  that  there  were 
richer  chords  in  the  singing,  which  just 
now  ceased,  because  voices  from  sixteen 
Foreign  Missionary  Boards  were  blended 
as  one?  The  experiment  of  a  Conference 
among  officers  of  various  Woman's  Boards 
is  to  be  tried,  Jan.  15. 

A  FEW  subscriptions  to  this  magazine 
have  been  received  through  newspaper 
agents,  entailing  in  each  case  a  small 
loss  to  the  subscriber.  She  sends  the 
agent  fifty  cents  and  he  forwards  to  us 
forty  cents  and  she  receives  Woman's 
Work  for  Woman  for  eight  months  in- 
stead of  a  year,  as  we  have  no  rates  with 
agents.  Subscriptions  are  welcome  any 
day  of  any  month,  and  should  be  sent 
direct^  as — see,  "How^  to  Remit,"  fourth 
page  of  the  cover  of  this  magazine. 

The  bound  volume  of  Woman's  Work 
FOR  Woman,  1896,  is  on  hand,  uniform  in 
style  with  that  of  past  years,  at  seventy- 


five  cents.  A  limited  number  of  volumes 
for  the  years  back  to  1893  may  be  had  at 
the  same  rate.  If  these  records  of  for- 
mer years  were  accessible  to  all  our 
w^orkers,  and  were  availed  of,  there  would 
be  a  blaze  of  light  thrown  upon  the  new 
topics  for  missionary  meeting,  and  busy 
people  at  the  Mission  Rooms  would  be 
spared  many  interrogations. 

Copies  of  Woman's  Work  for  March, 
April  and  June,  1892,  are  called  for  and 
will  be  thankfully  received  and  acknowl- 
edged. Address  Room  822,  156  Fifth 
Avenue,  New  York. 

Bound  copies  of  back  years  of  Chil- 
dren's Work  for  Children  diXidi  Over  Sea  and 
Land  may  be  obtained  for  twenty-five 
cents  per  copy.  These  will  be  found 
valuable  for  use  in  Bands  and  Junior  En- 
deavor Societies.  Address  Over  Sea  a?id 
Land,  1334  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

The  celebration  of  "the  Mexican 
Fourth  of  July"  (September  16,)  by  the 
girls'  boarding-school  in  Saltillo,  was 
pleasantly  noticed  in  the  city  newspaper, 
which  is  edited  by  a  strong  Roman  Cath- 
olic, and  the  school  wes  held  up  as  a 
model  to  others  in  the  expression  of  pa- 
triotism. Since  the  teachers  are  able 
to  report  "  ^//  the  girls  trying  to  live 
Christian  lives"  and  "fourteen  engaged 
in  teaching,"  may  it  not  be  said  w^ith 
thankfulness  of  this  school,  that  it  grows 
in  favor  with  God  and  man? 

Two  more  Soeiedades  de  Chrestianos  Es- 
fuerzo  (S.  C.  E.)  have  been  formed  in 
Chili,  one  at  Copiapo,  where  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Lowe  are  stationed,  the  other 
in  a  neighboring  village. 

Having  been  "admonished  "  that  pic- 
tures of  the  Japanese  ji?irikisha  are  offen- 
sive in  the  pages  of  a  missionary  publica- 
tion, and  that  people  must  be  "  heartless, 
at  least  self-indulgent,"  who  allow  them- 
selves to  ride  in  that  vehicle,  the  editor 
of  The  Missionary  offers  an  explanation. 
The  ^''rikisha  men,"  he  says,  would  be 
"puzzled  by  such  sympathy."  They 
correspond  to  our  cabmen  and  "would 
resent  interference  with  their  chosen 
business."  In  Tokyo  they  number  41,- 
430,  of  whom  "  10,864  own  their  car- 
riages." "In  Shanghai,  China,  they  op- 
posed the  building  of  an  electric  railway 
because  it  would  ruin  their  business." 
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As  regards  the  object  of  missions^  it  is  to  give  the  Gospel  to  those  who  fieed  it.  If 
the  heathen  do  not  need  the  Gospel.,  then  our  human  race  could  have  done  without  it.  If 
it  is  not  a  blessing  to  them^  the?t  how  cafi  we  consider  it  a  blessing  to  us  ?  .  .  .  If  the 
Gospel  is  the  siveetest  message  of  God  to  man.,  .  .  .  then  there  is  no  object  worthy  of 
fixing  the  purpose  of  disciples  of  Christ  which  transcends  in  dignity  the  sijnple  gift  of  the 
Gospel  to  those  who  need  it. 

James  S.  Dennis,  D.  D.  ,  in  Foreign  Missions  After  a  Century^ p.  201. 

TOURING  IN  NORTH  SYRIA. 


INCLUDING   WEDDING   SUNDAY   AT  MAHARDEH. 


"  T7OR  how  long  shall  thy  journey  be 
Y  and  when  wilt] thou  return?"  is  a 
question  often  on  the  lips  of  one  and  an- 
other in  Tripoli  station, 
as  a  large  part  of  our 
work  consists  in  itinerat- 
ing tours.  Avery  pleas- 
ant, encouraging  and 
interesting  form  of  work 
it  is,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  these  journeyings 
are  sometimes  made  in 
weariness  and  painful- 
ness,  in  watchings,  in 
hunger,  in  thirst,  in  cold 
and  in  heat,  in  perils  by 
land,  perils  by  sea,  and, 
within  the  last  two  days, 
word  has  come  of  perils 
by  robbers  on  the  road 
between  Aleppo  and 
Hamath  ;  but  my  heart 
isings  for  joy  that  the 
^hands  of  these  wicked 
|m  e  n  were  restrained 
[from  doing  violence  or 
^serious  injury.  "And 
besides  those  things 
which  are  without,  that 
which  Cometh  upon  me 
daily — the  care  of  all  the 
churches."  But  every 
hardship,  every  bitter  ex- 
perience is  lost  sight  of 
in  joy  over  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  these 
churches  and  in  opportu- 
nities to  give  the  gospel 
to  the  unenlightened. 

Preparations  for  a  tour  begin  a  few 
days  before  the  actual  setting  out.  Camp- 
beds  that  fold  up  into  small  compass  are 
brought  out,  bedding  and  extra  clothing 
put  into  strong  goat's  hair  bags  and  these 
placed  in  the  big  leather  saddle-bags  ; 
then  we  turn  to  provisions.  The  store 
of  inevitable  tin  cans  must  be  drawn 


upon,  for  often  there  is  no  meat  to  be 
had  on  the  road,  and  these  with  bread, 
cookies,  rice,  wheat,  tea,  colfee,  sugar, — 


AT  LA.KAWN,  LAOS. 

In  front  of  the  missionary's  house;  carriers 
about  to  start  for  the  boat. 

From  photograph  taken  by  Mrs.  Curtis. 


granite-ware    dishes,  small 
:^  :-•       stoves  and  numerous  other 
'  ■  '  things  are  stowed  away  in  the 

kitchen-box  in  a  marvellously  ingen- 
ious manner.  When  all  is  ready,  these 
heterogeneous  bundles  are  roped  upon 
the  backs  of  mules  and  the  caravan  is  in 
moving  trim.  In  going  north,  the  mules 
precede  us  by  a  day  while  we  follow  in 
the  diligence. 

We  started  out  one  early  morning  long 
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before  daybreak,  and  the  smell  of  the 
damp  air  arose  from  the  orange  gardens 
about  us,  as  we  went  on  in  the  dim  star- 
Hght.  On  top  of  the  dihgence,  wx  had 
as  companions  a  young  Protestant  woman 
from  TripoH,  a  (ireek  young  man,  a  Mos- 
lem and  his  two  wives,  who  were  closely 
veiled  and  maintained  a  discreet  silence 


AT  LAKAWX,  LAO>,  GO  N(;  I'OME  1-R')M  TkE  BYTERY. 

all  day.  The  man  assured  us  that  the 
women  were  very  pretty  and  invited  us 
to  visit  them  in  his  village  where  he  had 
fine  horses  which  we  would  honor  him  by 
riding.  At  noon,  we  lunched  on  a  grass- 
grown  house-top  while  the  horses  were 
changed  ;  then  up  to  our  elevated  perch 
once  more,  and  on  to  Hums.  We  found 
our  traveling  companions  pleasant  and 
ready  to  listen  and  talk  of  religious  things. 

At  Hums,  as  everywhere  on  the  trip, 
we  had  a  warm  Syrian  welcome  and  the 
friends  soon  gathered  to  ask  the  news  of 
the  other  churches,  of  things  political, 
and  of  our  welfare.  In  each  place,  the 
church  members  and  those  interested  in 
true  Christianity,  and  relatives  of  pupils 
in  the  boarding  schools,  come  to  call  upon 
us  and  we  try  to  return  each  call.  After 
a  few  busy  days  at  Hums,  we  went  by 
horseback  to  Hamath.  Here  it  is  con- 
sidered expedient  for  missionary  ladies 
to  wear  the  ezar^ — sheet-like  covering — 
and  a  coarse,  colored  veil  over  the  face. 
Thus  clothed  upon,  I  set  forth  with  the 
preacher's  wife  to  make  calls.  American 
expedition  and  gait  were  not  to  be  thus 
disguised,  and  a  small  street  Arab  made 
some  remarks  which  he  emphasized  with 
a  head  of  lettuce,  but  he  was  suppressed 


by  a  Moslem  man  standing  by.  At  one 
house,  the  room  rapidly  filled  up  with 
women  and  girls  who  came  to  gaze  on 
the  foreign  wonder,  and  of  the  twenty- 
six  present,  only  three  had  good  eyes. 
Hamath  is  notorious  for  ophthalmia;  and 
this  led  to  a  pleasant  little  talk  on  spir- 
itual blindness  and  its  sure  cure.  We 
were  offered  lemonade,  and  cucumbers 
whole  and  unpared,  before  we  left. 

Many  Eastern  customs  are  just  the  op- 
posite of  ours.  Tennyson's  oft  quoted 
lines  do  not  apply  to  Mahardeh,  for  it  is 
in  the  autumn,  after  all  the  crops  are  in 
c.nd  the  long  summer's  work  is  over,  that 
the  "young  man's  fancy  turns  to  thoughts 
of  love"  and  the  annual  wedding  day  is 
appointed.  This  time  there  were  twenty- 
live  couples  to  be  married  on  Sunday. 
The  festivities  began  on  the  previous 
Triday  when  each  expectant  bridegroom 
s^nt  by  the  hands  of  his  female  relatives 
his  token  to  the  bride:  a  new  gown,  a 
fez,  veil,  pair  of  red  shoes  and  whatever 
jewels  he  could  afford,  all  placed  on  a 
straw  tray  and  presented  w^ith  singing  and 
dancing.  Sunday  morning,  each  bride  sat 
in  state,  with  closed  eyes,  receiving  her 
mother's  friends.  After  dinner,  women 
of  the  bridegroom's  family  started  out 
and  went  to  their  bride's  house.  The 
bride  wept,  as  w^as  expected  of  her,  but 
submitted  to  be  led  out  by  her  future 
motiier-in-law.  This  occurred  at  each  of 
the  twenty-five  houses.  Then  the  young 
people  were  mounted  on  horses  and  the 
procession  moved  around  the  village,  each 
bridegroom  accompanied  by  his  bride  and 
relatives,  singing  and  keeping  step  to  the 
beating  of  native  drums.  It  is  a  gay 
sight  as  the  bright  apparel  of  the  five 
and  twenty  brides  flashes  in  the  sunlight, 
and  the  load  of  coins  and  jewels  on  head, 
arms,  neck  and  wTists  dazzle  the  eyes. 
After  the  procession  had  made  the  circuit 
of  the  village  a  few  times,  each  couple 
dismounted  before  the  door  of  their  future 
home, — the  bridegroom's,  in  true  patri- 
archal style — and  then  the  priests  went 
from  house  to  house,  performing  the 
marriage  ceremony.  It  speaks  well  for 
the  interest  in  our  church  that  it  was  filled 
with  an  interested  congregation  that  day. 

In  Amar,  the  teacher  saw  the  picture 
of  a  baby-carriage  in  one  of  our  maga- 
zines and  was  curious  to  know  what  it 
was.  On  being  told,  he  expressed  the 
greatest  surprise  and  said,  "All  those 


i897.] 


ITINERA  TING  IN  MEXICO. 


33 


wheels,  just  for  a  baby:  money  must  be 
cheap  in  your  country!" — a  significant 
commentary  on  the  utter  lack  of  anything 
to  add  to  the  happiness  of  little  Syrian 
babies,  or  to  lighten  the  burdens  of 
Syrian  mothers. 

What  shall  I  add  of  Safita,  of  Beino, 
of  Minyareh,  and  the  rest?  T.he  mission- 
ary's visit  ought  to  be,  and  is,  a  pleasure 
to  Christians  in  the  village.  Meetings 
are  held  for  men  and  women,  the  people 
are  visited  in  their  homes  and  at  their 
work.  One  needs  a  large  spiritual  equip- 
ment for  every  tour; — needs  to  have  his 


own  heart  so  full  of  Christ's  love  and 
grace,  that  it  must  flow  over  in  blessing 
to  others;  to  be  instant  in  season  and  out 
of  season,  sowing  seed  by  the  wayside 
in  the  hearts  of  muleteers  and  other  com- 
panions; needs  special  grace  at  the  end 
of  a  tour,  to  keep  from  being  irritated  by 
little  things  when  worn  out  mentally  and 
physically,  after  weeks  of  constant  giving 
out  of  sympathy  and  help  to  others. 
God's  grace  is  sufficient  for  all  this;  and 
of  this  grace  may  He  give  abundantly  to 
all  who  go  on  His  errands. 

Ejiuna  Hay  Nelson. 


13,000 piasters  (about  $585)  cover  itinerating  expenses  of  Tripoli  Station,  missionaries  and  helpers,  this  year 

ITINERATING  IN  MEXICO. 


NO  subject  could  suit  me  better  than 
this,  for  we  have  just  made  a  ten 
weeks'  trip  through  the  hot  country  and 
I  am  enthusiastic  in  the  belief  that  wives 
of  missionaries  can  help  very  much  in  the 
work  of  spreading  the  Gospel  by  visiting 
the  fields  with  their  husbands. 

In  itinerating,  there  are  two  purposes 
of  almost  equal  importance  which  we  have 
in  view.  First,  to  encourage  the  congre- 
gations already  established;  to  hold  ser- 
vices with  them,  and  in  personal  conver- 
sation lead  them  to  a  clearer  knowledge 
of  Christ;  to  baptize  and  re- 
ceive members, as  the  major- 
ity of  congregations  have 
no  ordained  pastor;  to  get 
them  to  buy  and  read  relig- 
ious books  and  to  educate 
their  children.  Our  second 
purpose  is  to  carry  the  light 
of  the  Gospel  a  little  farther 
into  darker  regions  of  ignor- 
ance and  error.  When  we 
enter  a  place  where  there  are 
no  Protestants,  we  find  any 
who  have  interest  in  the 
(lospel  and  they  usually 
show  themselves.  The 
news  of  our  coming  spreads 
like  wild-fire.  With  two  or 
three  who  may  have  learned  something 
of  Christ,  we  have  a  nucleus  for  work. 
Places  where  sufficient  interest  is  shown, 
we  put  into  the  hands  of  the  evangelist 
who  visits  them  often.  We  can  but  sow 
the  seed,  leaving  the  cultivation  to  Mex- 
ican hands  and  the  increase  to  God. 

To  carry  on  successful  itineration,  many 
qualifications  arc  necessary.    One  must 


be  willing  to  leave  all  home  interests  in 
the  care  of  servants.  Children  must  be 
taken,  or  left  to  Mexican  care.  I  thought 
best  to  take  our  two  years  old  boy  with 
us.  Then  it  is  often  thought  that  a 
woman  cannot  bear  the  long  journeys.  I 
endure  them  better  than  my  husband. 
Some  think  it  is  not  the  wife's  place  to 
visit  the  congregations.  I  am  always 
greeted  very  cordially  and  treated  to  the 
best  there  is.  The  women  often  shed 
tears  when  we  go  away.  So  the  first 
thinir  is  to  be  contented  to  leave  home 
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and  overcome  all  scruples  about  women 
and  children  traveling.  After  this,  a 
strong  stomach  is  indispensable.  Our 
breakfasts  were  usually  bread  (often  that 
carried  on  the  road  for  a  day  or  two) 
and  muddy  coffee  or  chocolate.  Dinners 
were  corncake  and  cheese,  or  sour  cream, 
and  when  especially  well  treated  we  had 
chicken  with  red  pepper  sauce.  Suppers 
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consisted  of  corncake  with  perhaps  a 
boiled  egg  or  tough  jerked  beef,  or  a 
mixture  of  sour  cream,  cheese  and  red 
pepper  sauce.  One  day  we  would  get  two 
meals  and  perhaps  the  next  day  four,  in- 
cluding a  hearty  supper  before  going  to 
bed.  Drinking  water  is  brought  from  riv- 
ers or  creeks  where  the  clothes  of  the  town 
are  washed  and  people  take  their  baths. 
Sometimes  after  a  storm  the  water  would 
be  red  with  clay.  When  brought  to  the 
house  it  is  poured  into  a  large  jar  where 
Tuan,  lose,  Maria,  and  missionaries,  all. 


then  waits  one,  two,  three  hours  for  the 
chicken  to  be  run  down,  killed,  picked, 
the  corn  ground  for  tortillas,  the  wood 
hunted  to  make  the  fire  and,  finally,  for 
dinner  to  be  cooked.  Patience — after 
an  early  start  and  an  all  day's  travel, 
to  hold  service  in  the  evening  when  it  is 
almost  impossible  not  to  fall  asleep  in  the 
middle  of  the  sermon  and  then  to  "please 
play  another  hymn  "  after  we  are  done. 

Endurance  must  not  be  lacking;  on 
rough  roads,  hard  climbs  and  as  difficult 
descents,  hot  dusty  roads,  muddy  and 
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drink  out  of  one  vessel,  often  a  gourd.  At 
the  dinner  hour  all  sorts  of  scenes  are  en- 
acted so  that  one  with  a  delicate  stomach 
would  have  a  hard  time  on  a  tour. 

We  often  think  that  all  the  Christian 
graces  mentioned  by  Paul,  and  more  too, 
are  needed;  but  patience  is  of  special  im- 
portance. Patience,  when  one  gets  iost 
the  first  day  on  the  road  and  instead  of 
eleven  a.  m.  arrives  at  6  p.  m.,  having 
picked  his  ■  way  down  a  slippery,  rocky 
hill  at  a  burro's  snail's  pace,  in  a  drench- 
ing rain  storm.  Patience,  to  stop  first 
for  one  thing  and  then  another  on  the 
road — to  give  milk  to  baby,  to  re-saddle 
horses,  to  rest  animals,  to  re-arrange 
packs.  Patience,  when  after  traveling 
all  the  hot  morning  one  inquires  at  noon 
for  dinner,  only  to  hear  the  refrain.  No 
hay  nada^  No  hay  conqiie  (there  is  nothing, 
nothing  but  tortillas).  Patience — when, 
after  numerous  failures,  one  succeeds  in 
persuading  a  woman  to  cook  a  dinner  and 

♦See  "Traveling  in  Parana  "  Woman's  Work  for  Nov.,  1896. 


slippery  roads,  and  bridle  paths  half  closed 
by  overhanging  thickets.  One  must  be 
able  to  put  up  with  anything:  with  hard 
beds  or  no  beds;  fleas  and — worse;  some- 
times to  sleep  out  of  doors,  again  in  a 
vacant  house,  which  is  quite  agreeable  if 
it  is  really  vacant;  to  occupy  the  same 
room  with  pigs  and  feel  them  scratching 
their  backs  on  the  underside  of  one's  bed 
in  the  night,  without  alarm. 

Modesty  is  thought  to  be  a  good  thing, 
but  on  a  trip  in  Mexico  it  has  to  be  kept 
in  the  pocket  most  of  the  time.  Often 
we  had  to  retire  before  a  large  part  of 
the  congregation,  as  it  was  physically  im- 
possible to  w^ait  longer  for  them  to  go 
home  and  our  bed  was  in  the  same  room 
where  service  had  been  held.  Even  then, 
women  stood  around  making  observa- 
tions on  different  articles  of  clothing  as  I 
took  them  off. 

Then,  again,  one  must  not  be  too  par- 
ticular as  to  personal  appearance;  neither 
rnourn  if  she  gets  tanned  as  black  as 
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Mexicans  themselves,  nor  if  she  must 
postpone  washing  face  and  hands  before 
eating.  One  does  not  care  to  be  too  lib- 
eral with  water  which  the  women  have  to 
bring  a  half  mile  on  their  heads. 

Courage,  also,  is  necessary  in  order  to 
cross  swollen  rivers  where  the  current  is 
so  swift  that  the  horse  is  almost  carried 
off  his  feet;  to  follow  steep  zig-zag  paths 
where  to  go  from  the  zig  to  the  zag  the 
horse  must  put  his  four  feet  close  to- 
gether and,  with  tail  crowded  against  the 
hillside  and  his  head  out  over  space,  turn 
short  around. 

Any  general  knowledge  that  a  mission- 
ary may  have  always  comes  into  play. 
Mr.  Campbell  had  to  be  physician,  horse 
doctor,  butcher  and  mule  driver;  to  shoe 
our  horses  and  mend  his  saddle  besides 
making  bed,  boxes  and  tent  for  the  jour- 
ney. He  gave  a  patriotic  discourse  on 
Independence  Day,  when  the  organ  and 
myself  were  the  Band. 

These  qualifications  must,  of  course, 
be  the  result  of  a  heart  stayed  on  Qod. 
I  know  of  nothing  which  makes  one  feel 
more  his  utter  helplessness  and  need  of 
God  than  a  missionary  journey.  One 
must  be  able  to  win  others  to  Christ,  to 
teach  them  the  way  simply.  His  very 
bearing  ought  to  lead  men  to  a  higher  life. 

W e  are  always  greatly  encouraged  when 
we  visit  the  smaller  places,  for  the  people 
hvae  such  a  hearty  glad-to-see-you  air 


and  seem  more  earnest  in  their  Christian 
life  than  those  of  the  cities.  Often  when 
members  of  a  congregation  know  on  what 
day  we  are  to  arrive,  they  send  a  delega- 
tion to  meet  us  and  have  a  room  dec- 
orated in  which  to  hold  services.  Meet- 
ings are  often  held  on  a  corridor,  so  that 
the  people  have  all  out-of-doors  in  which 
to  congregate.  Sometimes  all  are  crowd- 
ed into  one  small  room  where  women  and 
children  sit  on  the  floor.  I  have  often 
wondered  at  the  reverence  shown  under 
such  trying  circumstances. 

On  entering  a  new  place,  we  sing  hymns 
until  quite  a  number  have  congregated. 
We  then  have  their  good  will  and  they 
listen  to  what  we  tell  them  about  Christ 
and  his  power  to  save  without  the  aid  of 
saints,  and,  after  a  short  prayer,  we  tell 
them  this  is  a  sample  of  a  Protestant  ser- 
vice. Sometimes  there  will  be  questions 
to  answer,  and  then  we  sell  Bibles. 

On  the  ten  weeks'  trip  from  which  we 
have  just  returned,  we  went  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean  and  back,  about  eight  hundred 
miles;  we  made  journeys  on  forty-seven 
days;  stayed  over  night  at  thirty-six  dif- 
ferent places;  held  sixty-five  services  in 
twenty-five  different  places  with  special 
interest  in  several  of  them.  Of  these, 
nine  were  places  in  which  Protestant  ser- 
vices had  never  before  been  held. 

{Mrs.  C.  D.)  Myrtie  E.  Campbell. 

ZiTACUAKo,  Dec.  15,  1896. 


Zitacuaro  expends  $350  on  itineration,  this  year  ;  Mexico  City,  $900  ;  Saltiilo,  keep  of  four  horses,  $144. 
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A  Hindu  woman  is  employed  to  teach 
reading  in  the  houses  on  my  list,  more 
for  the  sake  of  keeping  up  interest  after 
the  novelty  of  my  visits  has  worn  off 
than  anything  else.  She  is  a  widow  and 
young,  so,  to  preserve  her  reputation, 
she  never  ventures  out  to  teach  without 
her  little  daughter,  and  for  the  same 
reason  always  appears  in  dirty  clothes. 
After  examining  my  pupil  to  see  what 
progress  has  been  made  in  reading,  (it  is 
usually  small)  I  let  the  women  talk  for  a 
while  so  that  they  may  have  no  excuse 
for  interrupting  the  Bible-lesson  later. 
The  usual  questions,  "Are  you  mar- 
ried?" "Wouldn't  your  father  make  a 
marriage  arrangement  for  you?"  "If  you 
were  married  would  your  mother-in-law 
let  you  go  about  with  face  uncovered?" 
are  in  this  time  of  scarcity  changed  to 


"When  will  it  rain?"  "Why  don't  you 
force  the  bunmds  to  sell  grain  cheaper?" 

I  have  been  making  occasional  visits 
to  one  old  lady  for  a  long  time.  She  can 
with  considerable  assistance  read  the  New 
Testament,  but  the  desire  of  her  heart  is 
to  be  able  to  write  a  letter.  She  has 
for  years  been  in  constant  fear  lest  her 
daughter's  husband  come  and  take  her 
away,  and  she  have  no  means  of  corre- 
sponding with  her.  And — perhaps  it  is 
the  stronger  motive — her  friends  laugh  at 
her  for  her  unsuccessful  attempt.  An- 
other pupil  is  the  wife  of  a  Brahmin  who 
makes  a  living  off  the  bathers  at  the 
ghats  on  the  Ganges.  She  admits  it  is 
not  in  every  respect  a  desirable  means  of 
support,  but  says  that  he  does  not  know 
how  to  do  anything  else.  I  read  to  her 
one  day  about  the  Fall  of  Man.    On  my 
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next  visit  she  told  me  her  children  all  had 
sore  eyes  and  boils  and  she  had  no  peace 
day  or  night.  ''I  thought  about  that 
woman  of  whom  ytni  read,  how  she  was 
cursed  for  her  sin,  and  I  wondered  what 
y  had  been  guilty  of  that  this  trouble  has 
come  upon  me. " 

In  the  city  we  can  only  hope  to  see  the 
women  of  the  house  in  which  we  visit,  and 
occasionally  a  neighbor  or  two.  But  in 
the  villages,  where  women  are  freer,  a 
crowd  gathers.  I  always  go  to  the  same 
house.  Its  mistress  immediately  falls  to 
sweeping  in  honor  of  my  visit,  and  while 
I  am  choking  in  the  dust  she  wheedles 
and  scolds  the  army  of  children,  who  have 
followed  us  and  are  very  much  averse  to 
missing  any  of  the  show,  into  calling 
their  mothers.  I  am  seated  on  a  bed 
grimy  and  already  fully  occupied.  The 
children  return  with  incredible  swiftness 
bringing  others  with  them,  and  seat  them- 
selves at  my  feet.  When  their  elders  ar- 
rive, the  children  are  pushed  further  back 
and  the  women  take  their  places.  They 
are  very  friendly  and  also  very  dirty. 
On  a  hot  day,  it  sometimes  seems  more 


than  flesh  can  stand.  In  winter  it  is 
better.  I  can  never  decide  on  such  oc- 
casions whether  it  is  better  to  breathe 
through  my  nose  or  my  mouth.  We  sing 
hymn  after  hymn,  the  women  asking  for 
their  favorites.  When  it  is  evident  that 
no  one  else  is  coming,  I  read  and  explain 
a  few  verses  from  one  of  the  Gospels. 
At  this  point  I  usually  have  to  ask  the 
children  to  keep  quiet,  and  the  women 
raise  such  a  storm  with  their  scolding 
that  I  wish  I  had  endured  the  lesser  evil. 
Then  we  sing  again,  the  number  of  hymns 
only  limited  by  the  endurance  of  my  voice. 

The  other  day,  one  of  my  best  friends 
was  late  in  coming  and  when  I  turned  to 
ask  the  reason  I  found  she  was  crying 
sadly.  She  said  her  husband  was  deter- 
mined to  turn  her  old  mother  out  of  his 
house.  The  women  all  agreed  that  sons- 
in-law  were  not  persons  to  place  confi- 
dence in,  and  a  fierce  old  widow  burst  out, 
"  Tell  him  to  put  on  a  petticoat — that  j'^?// 
will  wear  his  clothes  and  earn  enough  for 
yourselves  and  your  mother  too!" 

Mary  P.  Fornia?t. 


ITINERATING  IN  KOLHAPUR  STATE,  WEST  INDIA. 


IT  is  estimated  that  we  have  more  than 
three  thousand  villages  in  our  mis- 
sion field.  As  not  more  than  a  dozen  of 
us  missionaries  are  free  to  tour  and  these 
must  confine  their  itinerating  to  the  three 
months  of  the  cold  season,  it  is  easily 
seen  how  difficult  it  would  be  to  reach 
each  village  even  once  a  year.  Of  all 
these  villages,  not  more  than  fifteen  have 
resident  Christians  and  only  one  has  a 
church.  Yet  the  village  people  are,  as  a 
rule,  the  most  simple-minded  and  most 
easily  reached  with  the  Gospel. 

Touring  in  these  villages  means  trav- 
eling where  there  are  no  railways  or  ho- 
tels; living  in  tents  or  open  rest-houses 
for  weeks  at  a  time,  and  leaving  behind 
us  the  luxuries  and  many  so-called  neces- 
sities of  civilized  life.  We  must  take 
with  us  clothing,  beds,  cooking  utensils, 
dishes,  medicines,  food  and  last  but  not 
least  "Bridget"  who,  in  this  country,  is 
always  a  man.  If  the  touring  missionary 
wishes  to  be  entirely  comfortable,  he  must 
learn  to  eat  and  digest  w4iatever  he  can 
get,  from  parched  rice  to  goat-meat;  to 
sleep  sweetly  in  spite  of  barking  dogs, 
chattering  people  and  buzzing  mosqui- 


toes, and  to  bear  with  composure  such 
curiosity  and  attention  as  are  due  to  some 
strange  wild  animal. 

The  work  is  full  of  variety.  We  travel 
from  place  to  place  in  a  to?iga  (two-wheeled 
native  carriage),  in  springless  bullock 
carts,  in  chairs  carried  by  coolies,  on 
bicycles  or  on  foot,  and  cross  bridgeless 
streams  on  men's  hands  or  shoulders. 
We  tell  the  story  of  Christ  on  the  door- 
steps of  native  houses,  in  cow-stables,  by 
the  road-side,  in  the  fields  and  even  in 
heathen  temples. 

What  would  an  evangelist  at  home  think 
of  congregations  whose  members  inter- 
rupted his  discourses  by  asking  him  the 
amount  of  his  salary,  the  cost  of  his  watch 
or  ring,  the  number  of  his  children?  How 
would  he  like  to  be  pressed  for  a  reason 
why  he  never  was  married;  or  how  would 
he  fancy  having  his  table  manners  criti- 
cised because  he  does  not  eat  with  the 
fingers  of  one  hand?  "Why!"  says  the 
Hindu  critic,  "he  eats  with  both  hands. 
He  must  have  a  hundred  mouths." 

On  a  trip  two  years  ago,  while  interpre- 
ting for  Dr.  Winter  as  she  gave  out  medi- 
cines, I  found  my  vocabulary  quite  inade- 
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quate  to  comprehend  and  explain  the 
symptoms  described  by  her  patients,  es- 
pecially when  they  were  described  in  an 
equal  mixture  of  two  or  three  languages. 
After  receiving  medicine,  each  invaria- 
bly wanted  to  know  whether  it  was  to 
be  taken  with  cold  or  warm  water,  and 
whether  it  was  a  sure  cure.  The  appear- 
ance of  "the  knife"  always  produced  a 
rapid  departure  of  patients,  as  surgery  is 
not  popular  in  these  parts.  I  remember 
an  old  woman  in  one  village  who  sat  at 
our  feet  drinking  in  every  word.  All  at 
once  she  jumped  up  telling  others  to  keep 


old  in  fine  clothes  and  jewels,  and  she 
shook  hands  with  us  and  led  us  to  our 
seats  while  our  hostesses  sat  two  yards 
away.  When  we  began  to  talk  of  Christ, 
the  older  woman  nudged  the  younger 
and  said,  "Now  you  say  something," 
and  she  did  talk  and  showed  herself 
versed  in  Brahmin  lore.  AMien  we  spoke 
of  Christ  as  the  sinless  Saviour,  she  at 
once  told  of  Ram  Das  Swamee  in  Miraj, 
whose  sinlessness  consists  in  his  being 
insensible  to  cold  or  heat,  joy  or  sorrow; 
even  the  prick  of  a  pin  gives  him  no  pain. 
^^'e  have  found  out  that  the  man  is  a  hope- 
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her  place  for  her  and  in  about  ten  min- 
utes returned  with  another  wornan,  ex- 
plaining, "I  wanted  her  to  see  you  who 
are  like  the  gods."  She  told  us  she  had 
never  seen  a  white  person  before — and 
this  within  fifteen  miles  of  Sangli. 

One  night,  the  head  man  of  the  village 
sent  orders  that  we  were  to  occupy  the 
top  story  of  the  temple  of  Maruti,  the 
monkey  god,  and  we  were  wakened  early 
next  morning  by  the  temple  bell  below. 
In  a  town  of  eleven  thousand  inhabitants, 
we  had  a  tiny  bungalow  in  the  midst  of  a 
quiet  garden  filled  with  tube  and  English 
roses.  The  day  after  our  arrival  there, 
we  were  invited  to  call  at  the  palace. 
The  chief  is  a  well  educated  young  man 
with  pleasant  manners.  His  wife  was 
very  timid  before  us  but  she,  too,  had  a 
good  common  education.  The  chief  gave 
permission  to  send  her  some  Christian 
books  and  further  showed  his  good  will 
by  sending  us  over  a  dinner  of  native 
food.  We  also  went  by  appointment  to 
call  on  his  mother  and  grandmother  who 
had  invited  about  fifty  ladies,  the  elite  of 
the  place,  to  meet  us.  In  order  that 
they  might  not  be  polluted  by  us,  they 
had  dressed  up  a  girl  about  thirteen  years 


less  idiot  and  lives  like  a  beast.  These 
deluded  people  worship  him  as  holy. 

It  is  in  the  villages  that  one  fully  real- 
izes the  strength  of  caste  and  idolatry. 
With  all  their  curiosity,  the  people  never 
touch  us.  Our  audiences  range  them- 
selves into  groups  according  to  caste. 
Ugly,  stupid  buffaloes  bathe  in  tanks 
where  people  wash  clothes  and  get  drink- 
ing water;  but  we  who  belong  to  the 
same  race  as  H.  M.  the  Empress  of  India 
cannot  so  much  as  dip  a  finger  in  this 
water,  lest  we  pollute  it.  vSuch  is  "the 
brotherhood  of  man"  in  India. 

We  are  received  by  village  people,  on 
the  whole,  very  courteously.  We,  in 
America,  might  not  care  to  have  a  perfect 
stranger  sit  down  on  our  door-step  and 
preach  to  us  a  strange  religion.  Some- 
times school-boys  throw  stones,  or  a 
Brahmin  angrily  warns  us  away.  But  we 
have  the  joy  of  seeing  some  who  come 
really  seeking  the  Way.  During  the  past 
year,  a  larger  number  than  in  any  previ- 
ous ye£ir  have  confessed  Christ  in  these 
outlying  villages.  "It  is  good  that  a 
man  should  both  hope  and  quietly  wait 
for  the  salvation  of  the  Lord." 

yennie  II.  Shennan, 
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SPECIMEN  ITINERATING  IN  SHANTUNG,  CHINA. 

[Extracts  from  Ichowfu  letters.] 


^^^^^N  one  wheelbarrow.  Miss 
II  Boughton  and  I  have  made 
|f%^B  ^1 11  an  eight  days  trip,  the  old 
■jL.ff^¥i,3  "Ml  Chinese   woman  and  the 
jf  boxes  occupying  another  bar- 

^^^^^  row.  I  had  the  children, 
of  course,  and  they  migrated,  sometimes 
with  us  and  sometimes  with  the  old 
woman.  The  first  night,  we  stopped  at 
one  of  the  preaching  stations  and  stayed 
in  the  room  used  for  a  girls'  school.  It 
was  almost  dark  when  we  reached  there, 
so  we  did  not  see  the  school  together. 
However,  there  were  blackboards  with 
music  drills,  maps,  etc.,  showing  what 
they  had  been  doing.  After  supper,  the 
women  and  school  children  came  in  to 
see  us  and  Miss  Boughton  conducted  an 
evening  service  of  prayer  and  song. 

Then  came  the  problem  of  how  we  were 
going  to  sleep.  Miss  Boughton  carries 
her  cot  bed  so  the  matter  was  easily  set- 
tled for  her.  Then  we  put  several  benches 
together  and  spread  our  bedding  on  them, 
and  that  served  for  Margaret  and  myself. 
For  Ruth,  we  put  two  tables  together  and 
she  and  the  old  Chinese  woman  slept  up 
there.  I  put  one  satchel  at  her  head  and 
another  at  her  feet  so  that  she  could  not 
fall  off,  and  we  were  so  tired  that  we 
slept  soundly  until  daylight,  in  spite  of 
mosquitoes. 

Next  day  at  noon  we  came  to  a  small 
village  where  we  found  an  inn.    The  inn- 


THE  WAY  WE  TRAVEL  IN  JAPAN. 


keeper  was  not  at  home  and  his  wife  could 
not  manage  the  crowd.  They  came  up 
to  the  windows  and  were  so  rude  that  we 
decided  to  get  on  our  barrows  and  let 
dinner  go.  About  four  o'clock  we  reached 
the  place  where  we  were  to  spend  Sun- 
day. Here  they  have  a  very  comfortable 
chapel,  with  two  rooms,  one  for  women 
and  one  for  men.     During  our  stay,  our 


programme  each  day  was  something  like 
the  following:  after  breakfast,  prayers 
with  the  women;  then  for  a  couple  of 
hours  or  so  I  tried  to  teach  them  to  sing. 
Really  it  was  very  discouraging  work; 
they  did  not  seem  to  know  when  they  were 
singing  wrong.  Then  Miss  Boughton  had 
them  read  and  recite  from  the  books  which 
they  were  studying  as  they  had  opportu- 
nity. Every  time  she  visits  a  place  she 
examines  the  women  on  the  work  they 
have  done  and  marks  it  in  their  books,  so 
she  knows.  Sometimes  they  have  done  a 
great  deal  and  then  again  they  have  had 
no  time  and  have  accomplished  little. 

After  dinner  we  rested  until  two  o'clock 
and  then  sang  and  read  with  the  women 
until  supper.  They  came  in  again  for 
evening  prayers. 

An  old  woman,  a  vegetarian  from  a 
neighboring  village,  came  one  morning 
and  wanted  to  hear  of  "  the  doctrine. " 
She  seemed  in  earnest  to  know  of  the  true 
way  to  obtain  happiness.  Miss  Boughton 
talked  with  her  and  taught  her  to  read  a 
simple  prayer.    She  was  with  us  all  day. 

On  Monday  we  came  to  a  little  village 
where  the  people  are  nearly  all  Christians. 
We  spent  two  nights  and  a  day  there  and 
had  a  blessed  time.  There  is  a  girls' 
school  at  this  place  and  they  have  a 
bright,  sweet  teacher,  a  Tungchow  school- 
girl. Miss  Boughton  says  she  has  done 
wonders  with  that  school.  When  she  first 
came,  the  children  were  ill-mannered  and 
dirty;  now  they  are  perfect  models  of 
propriety  and  looked  nice  and  clean.  The 
day  we  were  there  she  gave  a  school  ex- 
hibition, just  as  they  do  at  home.  She 
invited  us  to  the  chapel  where  the  girls 
were,  all  arrayed  in  their  very  best,  as 
eager  and  excited  as  school-girls  are  in 
America,  on  such  occasions.  A  number 
of  the  parents  were  present.  They  are 
very  proud  of  their  school  and  their 
teacher.  The  programme  consisted  of 
songs,  recitations,  debates  and  essa^^s. 
One  of  the  songs  was  "Grandfather's 
Clock."  Fancy  hearing  that  in  the  in- 
terior of  heathen  China! 

My  children  were  delighted  with  this 
place  and  had  great  romps  with  the  school- 
girls. The  women  fed  them  all  sorts  of 
things.  I  went  out  into  the  court  and 
found  them  the  center  of  an  admiring 
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crowd,  eating  a  sort  of  pancake  rolled  as 
we  roll  jelly-cake,  and  a  little,  dried, 
salted  fish  inside  that  had  a  horrible 
smell.  The  children  seemed  to  think  it 
good,  but  I  suppressed  this  repast. 

One  of  the  school-girls  had  died  since 
Miss  Boughton's  last  visit.  Her  father 
came  in  to  tell  about  her.  He  was  a 
widower  and  she  his  only  child  and  he 
was  very  fond  of  her.  As  he  talked  of 
her,  we  listened  with  tears  in  our  own 
eyes.  He  said  she  was  resigned  to  die 
and  passed  away  believing  in  Jesus.  For 
some  time  before  her  death  she  had  very 
little  bodily  strength,  and  her  father 
prayed  every  day  that  God  would  give 
her  a  large  measure  of  faith,  and  God 
heard  his  prayer. 

Ag7ies  E.  Johnsofi. 


I  was  gone  a  month  nearly  one  hundred 
miles  from  home,  traveling  on  a  wheel- 
barrow, with  only  a  Chinese  Bible  woman 
and  two  servants.  We  visited  three  of 
our  Christian  out-stations,  traveling  over 
mountainous  roads  so  steep  and  rough 
that  we  were  compelled  to  walk  a  great 
deal.  The  poor  woman  with  her  little 
dwarfed  feet  and  broom-stick  ankles,  had 
a  hard  time  climbing  and  descending  the 
mountains,  yet  she  was  very  brave.  The 
only  time  she  complained  was  while  we 
were  away  out  in  the  wild  country,  sur- 
rounded by  high  mountains  where  thieves 
and  tigers  were  said  to  be  plentiful,  and 
the  village  was  without  a  wall  around  it 
for  protection.  We  lived  day  and  night 
in  the  schoolroom  which  stood  by  itself, 
without  even  a  fence  around  it. 

This  woman  talks  the  Doctrine  very  well 
indeed,  so  far  as  she  has  learned.  I  did 
all  the  teaching  and  conducting  of  ser- 


vices, but  she  could  talk  to  the  crowd 
and  those  who  had  never  heard  of  Jesus, 
and  tell  them  the  beginning  better  than 
I,  for  they  were  sure  to  understand  her. 


SHANTUNG  MISSIONARIES  SETTING   OFF  FOR  COUN- 
TRY WORK.     A  LONG    ROPE  IS  ATTACHED  TO 
THE  SHAFT  AND  THE  BARROW  IS  PULLED* 
BY  EITHER  HORSE  OR  MAN  POWER. 
From  photograph  taken  at  Ichowfu. 

We  were  in  this  school-house  a  week,  and 
the  woman  did  not  sleep  for  a  single 
night,  until  daybreak.  She  watched  the 
door  and  window  while  I  slept  in  peace. 
I  was  not  one  bit  afraid,  as  we  slept  in 
an  inner  room  w^hile  the  servants  slept  in 
the  outer  room.  I  am  so  thankful  that  I 
can  rest  without  being  afraid  for,  other- 
wise, I  could  not  go  out  alone,  and  unless 
I  go  among  these  women  and  girls  alone, 
there  is  no  good  in  my  going  at  all.  We 
held  services  every  evening,  and  had 
packed  rooms  of  only  women  and  chil- 
dren, most  of  the  time.    Ionise  Killie. 

*See  cutof  Dr.  Nevius'  wheell)arr()w  in  Church  at  Home  and 
Abroad,  Jan.  1896. 


One  of  our  missionary  women  in  Shantung  has  been  known  to  spend  208  days  "  out  in  the  country  " 
in  one  year,  and  to  ride  40  miles  on  a  wheelbarrow  in  one  day. 

Canton  Station  appropriated  $480  for  itineration  this  year;  Chiningchow,  the  women  only,  $60; 
Ichowfu,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chalfant,  $60;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Killie,  $60;  Nanking  Station,  $150. 

CHAPEL  PREACHING  IN  BANGKOK,  SIAM. 


We  are  glad  to  say,  there  has  been  new 
interest  and  unusually  good  attention  at 
the  preaching  hall  up  in  the  city.  Two 
persons  have  just  declared  their  faith  in 
Jesus  and  asked  for  baptism.  One  of 
these,  an  aged  man  of  rank,  was  first  in- 
terested through  reading  the  Word  of 
God,  and  came  to  the  preaching  hall  to 


learn  more.  He  says,  '^I  have  found 
salvation  and  am  very  happy,  and  I  want 
my  family  and  neighbors  to  become  disci- 
ples of  Jesus."  This  increased  interest 
has  been  especially  apparent  since  one  of 
our  colporteurs  from  Nakawn  province  has 
come  to  reside  in  the  preaching  hall. 
Nai  Seng,  seems  to  feel  that  "the  Gospel 
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allows  no  such  term  as  stranger,  makes 
every  man  my  neighbor."  He  is  enthusi- 
astic and  diligent  in  instructing  the  many 
who  drop  in  during  the  week. 

Our  missionaries,  during  tours  in  dis- 


tant provinces,  have  met  many  persons 
who  gained  their  first  knowledge  of  the 
Gospel  in  this  and  other  bazaar  chapels 
of  Bangkok.  Mary  Stoaks  Dunlap^ 

In  Bi-monthly  Station  Letter. 


Itineration  tosts  Bangkok  Station,  this  year,  3,500  //Vvf/.c  (about  $1,260).    Repairs  on  boats,  250  tica's  ($90). 


INCIDENTS  OF  CAMP 

As  I  was  seated  in  my  tent  one  quiet 
morning,  suddenly  the  sound  of  bitter 
weeping,  as  of  one  in  heart-breaking  trou- 
ble, set  my  own  heart  beating  faster. 
Who  could  it  be?  Evidently  the  voice 
was  that  of  a  child,  and  it  came  nearer. 
I  went  outside  to  inquire  and  saw  a  small 
group  of  persons  passing  along  the  beaten 
track,  across  the  plain  where  our  little  en- 
campment was.  On  a  small  pony  rode 
an  elderly  woman  and  in  front  of  her  sat 
a  girl  of  nine  or  ten  years,  gaily  dressed 
and  laden  with  jewelry,  and  it  was  from 
this  small  maiden  that  the  sound  of  weep- 
ing came.  A  younger  woman  walked 
beside  the  couple  on  the  pony.  Both 
were  every  now  and  then  trying  to  com- 
fort the  crying  child,  but  just  as  they 
passed  our  encampment  the  two  women 
were  more  intent  in  gazing  with  curious 
faces  in  the  direction  of  the  tents.  See- 
ing me,  they  slackened  their  pace  and  it 
did  not  need  a  very  pressing  invitation  to 
get  them  to  come  nearer.  The  child's 
cry  stopped,  but  between  her  sobs 
would  still  come  the  exclamation  Uinind! 
(mother).  I  found  she  was  a  little  bride, 
who  had  been  home  for  a  few  weeks  and 
was  now  returning  to  her  husband's  rela- 


LIFE  IN  THE  PUNJAB. 

tives.  The  old  woman  was  her  nurse  and 
the  younger  the  messenger  who  had  come 
for  her.  Poor  child!  she  was  only  one  of 
millions  of  India's  little  daughters  for 
whom  there  is  no  childhood's  innocency, 
no  happy  home  where  the  love  of  father 
and  mother  shield  her  from  the  evil  of 
the  world.  The  sorrows  of  womanhood 
came  upon  her,  years  too  soon,  and 
stunted  her  growth  in  every  direction. 

"Poor  thing,  she  has  to  w^ork  hard  now. " 

"Ah  yes,"  adds  another  with  a  sigh, 
"but  she  has  had  more  years  of  liberty 
than  we  ever  have  and  now  she  has  got  to 
pay  for  it."  This  was  part  of  a  conver- 
sation concerning  myself,  carried  on  by 
half  a  dozen  women  as  they  squatted 
outside  our  tent  door  and  watched  me 
busy  with  my  sewing  machine.  They 
had  known  me  in  the  days  of  single  bliss, 
and  this  was  the  first  time  we  had  met 
after  some  months. 

"Is//(?  here?  Can  we  see  /^////.?"was 
the  ingenuous  request.  "  He"  happened 
to  be  in  at  the  time,  and  stepped  forward 
for  inspection.  After  a  good  look,  they 
all  exclaimed  "Yes,  he'll  do,  he'll  do!" 

{Mrs.  U.  S.  G.)       Ellen  A.  Jones. 


This  year,  keep  of  horses,  for  several  missionary  women  at  Mainpurie  and  Futtehgurh,  210  rupees 
(about  $63)  each;  School-carts  and  repairs  of  same  at  Jhansi,  350  r/z/tY'x  (about  $105),  and  keep  of  cattle  for 
same,  $36;  Oxen  and  cart  for  Miss  Wherry  and  Dr.  Allen  at  Jagraon,  $33. 


ITINERATION  IN 

[Extracts 

WE  were  out  itinerating  from  March  16 
(1896)  till  April  14,  our  first  spring 
trip ;  went  back  to  Ningpo  for  three  or  four 
days,  then  off  for  another  short  trip  from 
which  we  returned  night  before  last,  and 
I  expect  to  start  again  to-night,  after  Sta- 
tion Meeting.  Miss  Rollestone  has  been 
with  me  thus  far  but  now  she  must  pre- 
pare for  her  examination,  so  I  shall  go 
off  alone.  Shall  have  a  Bible  woman,  of 
course.  We  have  had  much  rainy  weather, 
but  one  fortunate  thing,  our  boat  did  uQt 


CENTRAL  CHINA. 

3m  letters.] 

leak.  W^e  lived  in  the  house-boat,  of 
course.  Had  a  Bible  woman  with  us,  and 
a  woman  to  do  our  cooking.  Our  quar- 
ters were  rather  cramped,  but  we  got  on 
quite  well.  I  hope  to  be  out  in  the  coun- 
try until  the  end  of  June,*  if  it  does  not 
get  too  warm  and  I  keep  well.  I  plan 
to  visit  near  places  and  return  to  Ningpo 
for  a  couple  of  days  every  week  or  so, 
until  about  the  third  week  in  May.  By 
that  time  it  becomes  too  hot  to  live  in 

*This  plan  was  fully  carried  out. 
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the  boat,  and  I  hope  to  spend  the  month 
following  at  one  of  the  out-stations,  Bah- 
sd-lu.  I  shall  have  a  room  in  the  pas- 
tor's house  there,  eat  Chinese  food  for 
dinner  and  prepare  my  own  breakfast  and 
supper.  Will  have  bread  sent  to  me  from 
Ningpo  and  I  can  manage  in  that  way 
very  nicely.  My  visiting  will  be  in  homes 
of  both  Christians  and  heathen. 

Edwina  Cunnino;ham. 


Our  mode  of 
China  is  differ- 
ent from  that  in 
Shantung.  In 
the  North  they 
have  roads.  We 
have  canals  and 
no  roads.  In  the 
North  every- 
body stays  at 
inns.  Here  the 
inn  system  is 
not  so  well  de- 
veloped, nor  is 
the  spirit  of  hos- 
pitality in  pri- 
vate houses  a 
marked  feature, 
seeing  that 
everybody  trav- 
els by  boat  and 
does  not  require 
to  be  enter- 
tained. 

First,  I  en- 
gage a  little 
boat  with  space 


itineration  in  Central 
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BATANG.\,  AFRICA.     ABOUT  TO  START  Ul' 
MABEYA  DISTRICT. 


Cost  of 


enough,  if  possible,  to 
afford  an  opportunity  of  lying  full  length 
at  night.  There  are  two  little  rooms,  and 
if  one  is  too  dark  the  two  can  be  turned 
into  one  room  and  the  giant  stretches  him- 
self. The  reason  why  we  have  small  boats 
is  that  big  ones  would  not  be  able  to  go 
under  the  low  bridges  on  the  small  canals. 
Rowers  of  Chinese  boats  stand  at  the  stern 
and  have  a  roof  or  awning  over  their  heads. 
Having  obtained  the  little  boat,  I  put  my 
bedding  aboard.  This  I  am  compelled 
to  tie  up  in  two  boxes  and  keep  tied  till 
I  want  to  use  it.  If  I  left  it  open  while 
I  went  away  from  the  boat  ever  so  short 
a  time,  I  would  come  back  either  to  find 


the  bedding  occupied  by  the  worthy  cap- 
tain and  his  crew,  or  else  freshly  vacated 
as  they  hear  my  footsteps  approaching. 
So  I  spread  the  bed  every  night  and  tie 
it  up  close  every  morning,  and  even  then 
I  have  to  be  guilty  of  killing  some  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  poor  man's  boat. 

Having  the  bedding  aboard,  I  get  my 
lunch  basket  with  provisions  ready  for 
about  a  week;  also  two  jars  of  filtered 
water.  These  are  the  most  important 
part  of  the  food  outfit,  as  w^ater  in  the 

canals  is  not  fit 
to  use.  Chinese 
pour  every  im- 
aginable filth 
into  the  canals. 

Now  I  board 
my  vessel.  Row 
off  to  the  coun- 
try. Come  to  a 
village.  Sing  a 
h  y  m  n  (a  s  w]e 
have  no  bell  on 
the  church)  to 
attract  the  vil- 
lagers. Preach 
Jesus  the  Sav- 
iour of  men,  as 
contrasted  with 
trusting  in  idols. 
Converse  with 
any  who  have 
time  or  disposi- 
t  i  o  n  to  con- 
verse. The 
greatest  trouble 
is  to  get- a  man  to  stop  work  long  enough 
to  hear  a  connected  story  of  Salvation. 

One  day  I  saw  what  would  form  a  fine 
picture  if  I  had  had  a  kodak.  The  dig- 
gers sometimes  find  a  cash  coin  in  the 
ground  they  are  digging.  It  is  a  com- 
mon thing  to  put  this  cash  in  his  ear  as  a 
place  of  safe  keeping,  seeing  he  has  no 
pocket.  The  cash  is  a  round  coin  with 
a  square  hole  in  the  middle,  as  you  know. 
I  have  seen  workmen  listen  to  my  preach- 
ing through  this  hole  in  the  cash  while 
they  themselves  were  busy  digging  away. 
I  thought,  how  typical.  A  sure  way  of 
approaching  a  Chinese  is  through  money. 
SoocHow.  Joseph  Bailie. 


this  year,  S400;  new  canoes,  $50. 


During  1895,  Rev.  F.  E.  Iloskins  of  Syria  was  away  from  home  216  days,  traveling  more  than  3,000 
miles,  two-thirds  of  the  time  in  the  saddle.  "  I  always  brought  home  with  me  much  more  than  I  carried 
away,"  he  says,  a  proceeding  to  be  fully  understood  only  by  other  touring  missionaries. 

"  Ramapo,"  Rev.  Geo.  Ford's  horse,  was  a  gift  from  friends  of  Syria,  in  Ramapo,  N.  J.  Others 
might  make  a  similar  investment  in  itinerating  work  if  the  name  of  their  town  is  as  well  suited  to  a  horse. 
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EXPERIENCES  IN  THE  EVANGELISTIC  LINE. 


INCIDENT  FROM  THE  ISLAND   OF  HAINAN. 

The  Other  day  after  supper  I  went  out 
into  the  market,  here  at  Nodoa,  for  a 
walk  and  to  get  acquainted  with  the 
people,  perhaps  to  sit  down  and  talk  with 
some  one. 

Dr.  Vanderburgh  joined  me  out  there, 
and  as  we  were  sauntering  home  we  came 
to  a  house  that  had  a  hideous  black  idol 
set  up  in  what  looked  like  a  baby's  high 
chair  in  front  of  the  door.  It  was  rain- 
ing a  little  and  the  idol's  head  was  cov- 


in I'l'.R^iA.      I  ill'.  KAJ.WAll,  l'(_)k  CinLDREN. 

See  graphic  cut  of  Tabriz  missionaries  en  routt\  in  Woman's 
Work,  Jan.  1895. 

ered  with  dried  leaves.  We  stopped  to 
see  if  some  one  was  sick,  for  they  had 
evidently  brought  out  the  idol  to  drive 
off  Death. 

A  man  and  woman  were  outside  and 
they  asked  the  Doctor  to  look  at  a  little 
boy  in  the  house.  He  was  about  twelve 
years  old,  lying  on  a  thin  piece  of  mat- 
ting on  the  damp  ground.  The  hut  was 
made  of  bamboo,  formerly  plastered  with 
mud.  Now  the  flimsy  house  was  bent 
over  so  that  the  wall  slanted  right  up 
over  the  boy's  head  and  the  mud  had 
been  washed  out  of  the  wall,  making  only 
a  lattice  work  to  keep  out  the  rain. 

The  little  fellow  was  in  the  last  stages 
of  St.  Vitus'  dance,  and  his  arms  and 
legs  kept  up  a  frightful  twitching.  His 
face  showed  that  he  had  suffered  most  of 
his  short  life.  The  convulsive  movements 
of  his  jaws  made  him  look  as  if  trying  to 
say  something,  though  he  could  not. 

The  old  woman  wanted  to  know  if  the 
Doctor  could  do  anything.  He  said  he 
was  afraid  it  was  too  late  and  asked  why 


they  had  not  sent  for  him  before,  why 
they  had  not  bought  some  medicine.  A 
buxom  farmer's  wife,  who  had  stopped 
on  her  way  home  from  market,  said, 
"They  haven't  money  enough  to  buy  nie. 
How  can  they  buy  medicine?"  Then  the 
old  woman  told  how  they  had  spent  all  the 
little  they  had  on  priests  and  exorcists  to 
cure  the  child,  and  had  nothing  left. 

Doctor  called  for  a  bowl  and  gave 
the  boy  some  medicine  and  a  little  con- 
densed milk.  Next  day  we  went  back  to 
the  house.  The  idol  was  gone  from  in 
front  of  the  door.  We  looked  in.  The 
damp  earth  was  bare  and  a  woman  sat 
squatting  in  a  corner  with  her  face  in 
her  hands. 

We  turned  away.  A  small  boy  near  by 
called  out  the  unnecessary  news,  "Yes, 
he's  dead  and  gone !  "   W.  y.  Leverett. 

TOURING    NORTH    OF  SANGLI,    W.  INDIA. 

Some  days  we  separated;  at  other 
times,  especially  when  large  towns  were 
to  be  visited,  we  united  our  bands.  One 
morning,  in  a  town  with  broken  down 
walls,  one  missionary  is  surrounded  by  a 
quiet  group  of  farmers  wrapped  up  in 
blankets  drawn  close  to  their  eyes.  At 
the  same  time,  in  another  town,  another 
missionary  is  fencing  for  a  hearing  while 
his  audience  is  divided  into  talking,  ges- 
ticulating groups.  •  Or,  another  time,  we 
are  together,  and  the  audience  of  125  or 
more  Brahmans,  Mohammedans,  Jains, 
Mahars,  is  an  inspiration  to  the  speakers. 

Sometimes  we  were  violently  opposed. 
At  Soonee,  during  the  bazaar,  we  tried  to 
speak  on  a  side  street,  but  were  effectu- 
ally checked  by  a  determined  band  of 
Brahmans.  They  tried  bluffing,  lying, 
taunting,  ridicule,  and  drowned  the  voice 
of  any  one  who  tried  to  preach. 

But  there  were  those  who  seemed  to 
drink  in  each  word.  Some  confessed  that 
idols,  pilgrimages,  etc.,  were  vain,  and 
asked  for  the  true  way  of  life.  There 
was  the  out-caste  who  asked,  "Sahib,  if 
we  give  up  stealing,  will  God  feed  us?" 
A  Brahman  confessed,  "  Your  preaching 
is  true  but  it  is  hard  for  us  to  accept  it." 

Think  of  them  in  those  distant  villages, 
where  conscience  is  the  only  witness  to 
the  truth,  bound  by  friends,  by  ca^^te,  by 
home.  Sympathize  with  them  and  pray 
for  them,  that  God  may  loose  their  bonds ! 

From  India  Notes.  G.  H.  SimonSOfl, 
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A  LEAF  FROM  MY  DIARY  (IN  SYRIA). 


Monday,  Nov.  2,  1896. — Arose  early 
to  prepare  for  our  trip.  This  little  city 
of  Deir  el  Komr  is  beautiful  in  early 
morning.  The  sun  lights  up  the  eastern 
ranges  of  Lebanon,  and  the  many  red- 
tiled  roofs  show  clear  and  clean.  After 
the  horses  were  saddled,  Mrs.  Doolittle 
and  I  started.  A  cool  ride  through  a  long 
valley  and  up  over  a  high  hill  brought  us, 
after  three  hours,  to  Ghareefy,  where 
Mr.  Bird  and  his  daughter  welcomed  us. 
They  had  been  there  over  Sunday.  The 
village  contains  Druzes  mostly,  who  with 
their  white  turbans  present  a  pleasing 
spectacle.  Water  for  the  village  is 
brought  by  the  women  in  jars  from  a 
fountain  distant  fully  a  half  hour! 

After  dinner  with  a  native  friend,  we 
examined  the  school.  The  teacher  is 
exceptionally  earnest  in  his  work,  and 
the  scholars  are  wide-awake.  At  recess 
he  gave  them  a  gymnastic  drill  in  front 
of  the  school.  It  was  this  drill  which  had 
caused  a  Catholic  woman  to  exclaim, 
"Lord,  deliver  us  from  this  religion!" 


To  her  unenlightened  mind  it  was  a  part 
of  our  worship. 

Ghareefy  is  a  very  bigoted  place.  One 
Protestant,  whose  wife  is  Catholic  to  an 
extreme,  last  year  sent  his  daughter  to 
our  Sidon  Seminary.  This  summer,  as 
mother  and  daughter  were  gathering 
olives,  the  poor,  bigoted  mother  ex- 
claimed, "I  wish  you  might  fall  from 
the  tree  and  break  your  arm,  so  that  you 
could  not  return  to  the  school."  Igno- 
rance and  superstition  are  the  great  allies 
of  the  priesthood.  How  different  was 
the  call  upon  a  Druze  sheikh,  who  is  as 
true  a  Christian  as  can  be  found  !  It  was 
a  pleasure  to  hear  him  converse  on  the 
higher  themes  with  freedom  and  intelli- 
gence, and  at  the  end  he  wished  the 
^^w&ys  khoivaja''  to  lead  in  prayer.  I  did 
so  very  willingly.  In  the  evening  Mr. 
Bird  exhibited  the  stereopticon.  The 
pictures  were  a  marvel  to  all,  and  un- 
doubtedly the  explanation  of  the  Bible 
scenes  was  the  first  gospel  that  many 
present  had  heard.      Geo.  C.  Doolittle. 


This  year,  itineration  costs:  Tokyo,  Japan,  by  missionary  women  only,  from  25  to  330       each  (about 
$15  to  $198).    Chieng  Mai  Station,  Laos,  3,000  rupees  (about  $900);  Lakawn  Station,  1,000  rupees  ($300). 
Gensan,  Korea,  75  jt'«  (about  $45);  Nodoa,  Hainan,  $60,  Mexican  (about  $36). 

THE  TEMPORARY  CLASS,  AN  EVANGELISTIC  AGENCY. 


To  go  down  into  the  horrible  pit  of 
heathenism,  take  these  poor  women  by 
the  hand,  lift  them  up  out  of  the  miry 
clay  of  idolatry  and  superstition,  and,  by 
the  help  of  God,  set  their  feet  upon 
the  rock  Christ  Jesus,  put  a  new  song  in 
their  mouths  and  establish  their  goings — 
this  is  what  those  missionary  women  in 
Shantung  are  doing.  The  grandest  work 
women  were  ever  called  to  do.  Going  to 
country  stations,  with  the  help  of  a  Bible 
woman,  they  instruct  classes  of  twenty- 
five  or  more  women  and  superintend 
girls'  schools.  They  stop  not  for  sum- 
mer heat  nor  winter  cold.  In  those  dark 
abodes  where  filth  and  vermin  abound 
and  none  of  the  comforts  of  life  are 
found,  some  of  them  spend  months  of 
every  year. 

During  the  first  winter  in  Chiningchow, 
Mrs.  Laughlin  and  Miss  Anderson  taught 
a  class  of  foiir  women.  More  unlikely 
specimens  could  hardly  be  found.  Yet, 
after  six  weeks'  instruction,  these  women 
returned  to  their  village  and  set  up  an 


altar  where  prayer  was  offered  daily  with 
friends  and  neighbors.  They  returned 
the  next  winter,  studied  again.  Now,  in 
that  village  there  is  a  thriving  church 
and  a  boys'  school. 

Pioneer  work  was  in  my  line.  I  visited 
country  stations  where  my  son  had  gone 
before,  making  a  gazingstock  of  myself, 
trying  to  convince  them  I  was  human. 
Owing  to  my  age  I  was  treated  with 
respect.  These  heathen  reverence  the 
hoary  headed.  Officials  paid  their  respects 
to  me,  sometimes  invited  me  to  their 
homes.  It  was  a  great  achievement, 
when  I  got  those  ignorant,  superstitious 
women  to  realize  that  I  was  their  friend, 
and  only  wished  to  do  them  good.  Mrs. 
Laughlin  and  I  made  frequent  voyages 
on  the  canal,  stopping  at  each  of  the  nu- 
merous villages  on  shore.  In  almost 
every  instance  we  had  a  hearing.  The 
multitude  reached  by  the  methods  I  have 
mentioned,  no  man  can  number,  the  far- 
reaching  results  are  known  to  God  only. 

In  the  spring  of  1895,  we  taught  a  class 
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of  women  from  families  of  men  who  had 
become  Christians.  They  had  been  in- 
structed in  the  elementary  truth  of  the 
gospel  by  these  men;  an  unheard  of  thing 
in  China.  The  class  excelled  any  I  ever 
knew  in  their  eagerness  to  learn.  For 
lack  of  books,  help,  and  health,  we  could 
teach  them  only  three  weeks.  They  en- 
treated to  remain  longer  and  study  at 
their  own  expense.  The  spirit  indeed 
was  willing  but  flesh  was  weak.  We  prom- 
ised they  might  return  in  the  autumn. 
One  of  the  saddest  trials  of  my  life  was 
to  leave  these  poor  women.  They  com- 
mitted all  the  books  we  gave  them,  taught 
them  to  their  families  and  neighbors  and, 
just  as  my  son  and  his  wife  were  starting 
for  California,  (Mrs.  Laughlin  and  I  both 
having  been  obliged  to  come  to  America) 
they  sent  one  of  their  number  to  beg  of 
Mr.  Lane  that  they  might  come  and  study 
again,  saying,  there  were  fifty  women 
wanting  to  study  the  Doctrine.  "We 
want  to  learn  how  to  be  saved.  We  may 
die  before  we  know,  if  you  do  not  teach 
us."  Alas!  "No  man  careth  for  my 
soul"  might  well  be  their  cry. 

Mr.  Lane's  plan  of  itinerating  was  to 
take  a  coolie  and  wheelbarrow  laden  with 
books,  bedding,  and  food-box,  and,  with 
his  helper,  go  on  foot  stopping  at  the 
market  towns.    The  helper  would  go  to 


the  inn.  My  son  would  go  through  the 
streets,  put  up  posters  stating  that  the 
foreign  teacher  had  come  to  town  and 
had  books  to  sell.  Sometimes  he  would 
improvise  a  book  stand  in  the  market 
place.  Returning  to  the  inn  he  would 
be  met  by  a  crowd.  He  would  preach, 
teach,  sell  books.  He  preferred  this 
method  because  it  brought  him  in  di- 
rect contact  with  the  people.  In  the 
field,  by  the  wayside,  at  tea  shops,  wher- 
ever they  stopped  to  rest,  they  always 
This  method  is  the 
costing  only 


fifteen 


eight 


had  an  audience, 
most  economical 
cents  a  day. 

Country  work  is  done  about 
months  in  the  year.  During  the  winter 
and  rainy  season,  classes  of  inquirers  are 
taught  and  station  work  done.  From  the 
class  the  best  men  are  selected  and  in- 
structed in  the  way  of  God  more  per- 
fectly, and  accompany  the  missionary  on 
a  trial  trip.  If  they  prove  faithful  and 
zealous  they  receive  still  further  instruc- 
tion, and  are  then  sent  out  two  by  two 
into  the  towns  and  villages,  like  the  disci- 
ples of  old.  Mr.  Lane  often  spoke  of 
how  like  the  Master's  was  his  work  in 
method  and  object.  Only,  in  China  he 
found  no  desert  place  in  which  to  turn 
aside  and  rest  awhile.  The  Chinese  are 
ubiquitous.  Mary  Lane. 


OUR  MISSIONARIES  IN  CHINA, 

AND   POST   OFFICE  ADDRESSES. 

Letters  should  be  directed  American  Presbyterian  Mission  (such  a  city),  China.    Those  for  Ichowfu  and  Chiningchow 
should  be  sent  to  Mission  Press,  Shanghai ;  all  others  for  Shantung  Province,  via  Che/oo. 


Mrs.  Andrew  Beattie,  Canton. 

Miss  E.  M.  Butler, 

Dr.  Mary  H.  Fulton,  " 

Mrs.  B.  C.  Henry, 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Kerr, 

Dr.  Mary  W.  Niles, 

Miss  Harriet  Noyes,  " 

Mrs.  Henry  V.  Noyes  (Fa  Ti),  " 

Mrs.  Chas.  E.  Reed, 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Swan,  " 

Dr.  Eleanor  Chesnut,  Lienchow,  " 

Miss  Louise  Johnston,        "  Macao. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Kelly,  Canton. 

Mrs.  Wm.  H.  Lingle,         "  " 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Machle, 

Mrs.C.W.Swa.n,  M.D.(Kang  Hau),  " 

Mrs.  E.  W.  Thwing,  " 

Miss  Edwina  Cunningham,  Ningpo. 

Miss  Annie  R.  Morton,  " 

Miss  L.  M.  M.  RoUestone, 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Shoemaker,  " 

Mrs.  J.  N.  B.  Smith, 

Miss  Mary  E.  Cogdal,  Shanghai. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  W.  Farnham,  " 

Mrs.  George  F.  Fitch,  " 

Miss  Elfrida  Lindholm,  " 

*Mrs.  Gilbert  Mcintosh,  " 

♦Mrs.  Geo.  E.  Partch, 

Miss  Mary  A.  Posey  {en  route),  " 


^Irs.  John  A.  Silsby, 
Miss  Emma  Silver, 
Mrs.  Justus  Doolittle, 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Garritt, 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Judson, 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Mattox, 
Mrs.  W.  N.  Crozier, 
Mrs.  J.  X.  Haves, 
Mrs.  R.  E.  Abbey, 
Miss  Ellen  E.  Dresser, 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Drummond, 
*Mrs.  T.  W.  Houston, 
Miss  Anna  L.  Howe, 
Mrs.  Chas.  Leaman, 
*Mrs.  Robert  Coltman, 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Cunningham, 
Mrs.  Courtenay  H.  Fenn, 
Dr.  Eliza  E.  Leonard, 
Miss  Bessie  McCoy, 
Miss  Jeannette  McKillican, 
Miss  Grace  Newton, 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Whiting, 
Mrs.  B.  C.  Atterbury, 
*Mrs.  Reuben  Lowrie, 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Miller, 
*Mrs.  F.  E.  Simcox, 
Mrs.  W.  M.  Haves, 
Mrs.  J.  P.  Irwin, 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Mateer, 


Tungchow. 


Chefoo. 


Chinanfu. 


Shanghai.    Mrs.  Chas.  R.  Mills, 
Miss  R.  Y.  Miller, 
Hangchow.    Mrs.  W.  F.  Seymour, 

"  Miss  Mary  A.  Snodgrass, 

Mrs.  Paul  D.  Bergen, 
"  Mrs.  Geo.  Cornwell, 

Soochow.    Mrs.  W.  O.  Elterich, 

"         Mrs.  Chas.  Lewis, 
Nanking.    Mrs.  J.  L.  Nevius, 
"  Mrs.  J.  L.  Davies, 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Hamilton, 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Neal, 
"  Mrs.  V.  F.  Partch, 

"  Mrs.  Frank  Chalfant(^«  r£»?<?^'), Wei  Hien. 

Peking.    Mrs.  M.  M.  Crossette, 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Faries, 
"  Mrs.  John  A. .Fitch,  *' 

Mrs.  Robt.  Mateer,  M.D., 
"  Miss  Fanny  E.  Wight,  " 

Mrs.  Wm.  P.  Chalfant,  Ichowfu. 
"  Mrs.  C.  F.  Johnson,  " 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Killie, 
Paotingfu.    Dr.  Anna  Larson,  " 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Bent,  M.D.,  Chiningchow. 
"  Mrs.  Wallace  S.  Faris,  " 

Dr.  Mary  J.  Hill, 
Tungchow.    ^Irs.  J.  H.  Laughlin,  " 
"  Mrs.  J.  L.  Van  Schoick,  " 


In  this  cou7itry :  Miss  Anderson,  Crawford's  Corners,  Pa.;  Mrs.  Jos.  Bailie,  M.D.,  San  Alito,  Cal. ;  Miss  Emma  F. 
Boughton,  Nassau,  N.  Y.;  Dr.  Afary  E.  Brown,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.;  Mrs.  John  Butler,  Tacoma,  Wash.;  Mrs.  Hunter  Corbett, 
Wooster,  Ohio;  Mrs.  A.  A.  Fulton,  Clifton  Springs,  N.  Y.;  Mrs.  C.  O.  Gill,  Orange,  N.  J.;  Miss^Mary  Lattimore,  Wash 
ington,  D.  C;  Miss  Harriet  Lewis,  San  Jose,  Cal.;  Mrs.  Lyon,  Wooster,  Ohio;  *Mrs.  Wherry,  Westfield,  N.  J. 

*  Not  in  formal  connection  with  the  Woman's  Societies. 


CHINA. 

CAUSE  FOR  GLADNESS. 

Mrs.  Reuben  Lowrie  of  Peking  Mission  wrote 
from  the  sea-shore  in  the  autumn: 

I  have  found  a  young  Chinese  girl  who  is  a  real 
Christian  and  seems  so  truly  to  love  her  Lord  that 
she  earnestly  talks  about  Him  and  commends  Him 
to  every  one.  For  three  months  I  have  had  her  at 
my  home  in  Paotingfu  and  every  girl  and  woman 
who  has  visited  us  has  been  attracted  by  her.  One 
little  girl  seven  years  old  came  every  day  and 
learned  to  read  the  Romanized,  and  in  the  after- 
noon her  grandmother  also  came  and  learned  to 
read.  She  is  over  sixty  years  old  and  reads  without 
spectacles.  Though  to  these  two  interesting  schol- 
ars I  do  give  two-and-a-half  cents  a  day  to  be 
divided  between  them,  I  have  hope  that  the  old 
woman,  entirely  apart  from  this  slight  inducement, 
has  out  of  her  own  heart  learned  to  appreciate  the 
idea  of  a  living,  loving  Saviour, 

Another  happiness  is  in  being  able  to  come  to 
this  sea-shore  for  rest  and  health.  Every  day  is  a 
fresh  pleasure.  This 

rocky  poimt,  well  named, 
is  composed  of  rocky  points  running  out  into  this 
great  gulf  of  Pechili,  making  the  loveliest  beach  of 
beautiful  red  sand  besprinkled  with  a  variety  of 
fascinating  shells.  To  the  west  of  us  rise  two 
ranges  of  hills  which  make  our  sunsets  attractive 
every  evening.  We  have  delightful  bathing.  Our 
community  is  almost  exclusively  missionaries.  The 
little  ones  come  here  looking  pale,  often  sick,  and 
it  is  not  long  before  the  roses  come  back  to  their 
cheeks.  I  feel  every  day  that  this  is  a  gift  from  v.  e 
Lord — such  a  breathing  place  in  China,  away  from 
smells  and  poverty  and  heathenism  into  the  presence 
of  God's  wonderful  works  by  the  sea. 


Miss  LiNDiiOLM,  who  says  "  my  health  has  been 
very  good  all  the  time,"  wrote  from  South  Gate, 
Shanghai,  Oct.  8,  1896: 

Since  I  last  wrote  I  think  I  have  made  some  prog- 
ress in  the  labyrinth  of  the  Chinese  language.    It  is 


some  weeks  since  I  passed  my  first  year  examination. 

We  have  had  such  a  helpful  conference  led  by  Mr. 
Mott;  it  has  brought  great  blessings  to  the  Chinese 
Christians  also. 

a  SCHOOL  THAT  WAS  CALLED  FOR. 

We  hope  to  start  a  day  school  for  girls  only.  Our 
schools  at  present  take  both  boy  and  girl  pupils  and 
for  this  reason  we  do  not  get  many  of  the  latter. 
We  have  made  a  beginning  in  forming  this  school, 
and  it  came  about  in  this  way.  At  a  heathen  wed- 
ding, that  I  went  to  attend  for  curiosity's  sake,  I  met 
a  bright  young  girl  about  fourteen  years  of  age  who 
expressed  to  me  her  desire  to  learn  to  read  and  to 
know  something.  I  appointed  a  day  for  her  to  come 
and  see  me,  a  rather  far-off  day,  because  I  wanted  to 
try  her  whether  she  was  in  earnest  and  would  not 
forget.  She  came  on  the  hour,  so  I  asked  her  to  take 
me  around  to  her  friends  and  if  some  of  them  were 
willing  they  could  form  a  class.  It  was  quite  funny 
to  listen  to  her  persuasions  with  her  friends.  She 
told  them  her  heart  was  set  on  doing  this,  and  the 
infinite  importance  of  knowledge  seemed  to  dawn 
upon  some  of  her  friends  too,  so  that  they  in 
their  turn  began  to  persuade  their  parents.  In 
short,  we  got  a  class  of  six  girls  who  have  come 
for  some  months  to  study  two  hours  a  day.  Now 
we  hope  to  increase  their  number  and  give  them 
full  study  hours 

ALL  FOR  ONE  DOLLAR  A  MONTH. 

The  Boarding-school  commencement  exercises  in 
the  summer  were  a  credit  to  the  teachers. '  One  of 
the  graduates  is  a  real  prodigy,  especially  in  mathe- 
matics (very  unusual  for  a  Chinese  girl).  She  teaches 
at  present  the  following  subjects  in  the  school:  organ- 
playing,  mathematics,  the  Life  of  Jesus  and  Acts  of 
the  Apostles,  besides  looking  after  pupils  in  sewing 
hours.  vShe  has  a  salary  of  one  dollar  per  month 
(50  cts.  gold)  and  her  board:  in  that  way  she  is  en- 
abled to  pay  back  some  of  the  money  the  school  has 
spent  on  her. 

HOW  ITIEY  DIE  AND  HOW  THEY  "ENDEAVOR." 

One  of  the  older  pupils  died  two  weeks  ago  in  her 
home,  where  she  had  been  all  summer,  of  consump- 
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tion.  Her  people  are  all  heathen,  but  she  had  a 
Christian  burial  in  our  cemetery.  Many  things  here 
remind  one  of  Old  Testament  times;  among  them  is 
wearing  sackcloth  as  a  sign  of  mourning.  At  the 
grave,  her  mother  and  sisters  sent  up  most  weird 
cries,  monotonous,  rhythmical,  all  the  time  bending 
their  bodies  backwards  and  forwards  and  wringing 
their  hands,  sometimes  making  as  if  they  would  jump 
into  the  grave,  but  preventing  each  other  from  doing 
so.  The  men  relatives  are  not  supposed  to  express 
any  sorrow  at  a  woman's  burial,  so  they  stood  off. 
When  we  had  quieted  the  women  a  little,  we  sang 
some  hymns.  The  funeral  service  had  been  held  in 
the  church.  We  hope  that  some  of  this  girl's  rela- 
tives will  yet  become  Christians.  She  has  been  talk- 
ing to  them  during  her  rather  long  illness.  We  can 
trust  that  her  life  and  words  will  yet  bear  fruit. 

The  older  pupils  try  to  use  every  opportunity  to 
spread  the  gospel  among  outsiders.  The  women  of 
the  church  have  a  Christian  Endeavor  Society  that 
sends  out  members  to  visit  in  the  houses  around. 


Mrs.  Cornwell  wrote  from  Chefoo,  Nov.  23: 

We  have  been  in  China  just  a  little  over  four 
years  and  have  been  stationed  at  Chefoo  from  the 
first.  It  has  grown  to  be  a  home-like  spot  to  us  and 
we  enjoy  our  life  and  work  here  very  much.  We 
are  certainly  ver)-  pleasantly  situated  in  many  ways. 
This  is  one  of  the  healthiest  spots  in  China  and  is  a 
sanitorium  for  many  missionaries,  from  all  parts, 
during  the  warm  season.  Thus  we  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  many  fellow  laborers  of  our 
own,  as  well  as  other,  missions. 

During  the  conference  here,  conducted  by  Mr. 
Mott  and  Mr.  Lyon,  the  last  part  of  August,  there 
were  representatives  from  many  mission  stations, 
even  as  far  south  as  Hainan. 

I  was  occupied  most  of  the  summer  entertaining 
guests,  so  that  outside  of  attending  Sabbath-school 
I  did  very  little  mission  work.  During  September 
we  all  took  a  vacation  from  which  we  returned 
much  refreshed,  so,  now  that  the  exhausting  hot 
season  is  over  and  guests  are  fewer,  I  have  time  to 
get  out  more  among  our  people.  For  about  six 
weeks  I  have  had  charge  of  the 

women's  weekly  prayer-meeting. 
This  is  attended  mainly  by  church  members  and  the 
little  school-girls.  The  teachers,  with  Mrs.  Bergen 
and  myself,  take  turns  in  leading  the  meetings.  We 
are  accustomed  each  to  recite  a  verse  of  Scripture 
and  then  read  the  chapter  for  the  day  in  turn;  in 
this  way  all  are  brought  to  have  some  part  in  the 
service.  Some  women  are  learning  to  read  the  Gospel 
well,  and  others  at  least  make  an  attempt. 

We  have  two  flourishing  Sunday-schools  attended 
by  school-boys  and  girls,  teachers  and  church  mem- 
bers, as  well  as  outsiders.    I  have  charge  of  the 


primary  school,  consisting  of  eighty  little  day-school 
boys,  and  a  class  for  women  just  beginning  to  learn. 
The  Chinese  teachers  are  of  great  assistance  all 
around  and  are  indispensable,  but  we  find  that  they 
need  the  presence  of  the  foreigner  to  enthuse  them 
and  take  the  lead. 

My  school-boys  sing  very  nicely  and  with  spirit 
three  or  four  hymns,  such  as  "When  He  cometh." 
I  teach  them  a  lesson  from  the  catechism  and  we 
also  use  a  little  S.  S.  leaflet  with  lessons  upon  the 
life  of  Christ.  These  leaflets  are  prepared  by  Mrs. 
Seymour  of  Tungchow  and  printed  on  the  press  in 
the  college  there.  I  very  much  need  pretty  little 
cards  to  distribute  to  these  children,  and  I  want  to 
thank  friends  who  responded  to  Mr.  Cornwell's 
message  two  or  three  years  ago  asking  for  cards. 
Our  teacher  wrote  Bible  texts  in  Chinese  on  the 
backs  of  them,  right  over  any  English  printing  (it 
did  not  matter),  and  we  have  used  them  as  rewards 
for  attendance  and  general  distribution.  The  chil- 
dren are  eager  to  get  them.  Work  among  the 
women  is  very  interesting  and  there  are  many  open 
doors,  especially  through  these  same  little  school- 
boys. We  have  just  engaged  a  Bible  woman  to 
help  do  this  house-to-house  visiting.  She  has  been 
out  only  a  few  days,  but  already  some  have  been 
led  to  attend  services.  The  lives  of  these  Chinese 
women  are  monotonous  and  circumscribed.  Their 
housekeeping  is  carried  on  in  narrow  quarters.  ]  f 
fairly  well-to-do,  the  family  live  in  a  house  of  two 
or  three  rooms,  wnth  a  yard  surrounded  by  high  walls. 
One  good  thing  is  that  the  main  rooms  always  face 
the  south  and  the  enclosing  walls  make  the  yard 
sheltered,  so  that,  if  the  yard  is  clean,  it  is  a  cozy 
spot.  Women  do  not  go  out  much,  they  have  to 
work  too  hard,  and  they  are  restricted  by  custom. 
In  larger  towns,  etiquette  is  very  strict  about  allow- 
ing women  to  go  on  the  street,  but  here  in  Chefoo, 
which  is  settled  more  by  the  laboring  classes,  they 
go  out  with  more  freedom.  But  after  all  they  man- 
age to  gossip  a  good  deal,  and  do  not  hesitate  to 
inquire  into  most  personal  affairs. 

Dr.  Mary  J.  Hill  of  Chiningchow  writes  about 
her  medical  work: 

As  I  wrote  you  before,  we  have  had  a  large 
attendance  at  the  hospital.  Our  rooms  for  the 
women  are  very  small  and  too  few  to  accommodate 
all  the  patients  wishing  to  remain  with  us.  It  is 
very  hard  for  us  to  say  we  cannot  keep  them  when 
they  come  so  far  and  are  so  anxious  to  remain  for 
treatment.  I  feel  that  these  women  are  sent  to  us 
not  merely  for  the  benefit  we  give  them  physically, 
and  I  long  to  have  them  remain  and  hear  about  the 
Great  Physician,  who  has  led  them  to  us.  There  is 
a  wide  field  in  Chiningchow  for  work  among  the 
women,  and  I  hope  we  shall  prove  true  to  the  charge 
given  us,  and  do  the  work  only  as  God  would  have  us. 
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We  had  some  very  serious  cases  last  season,  that 
cost  us  many  anxious  thoughts  and  fervent  prayers 
that  we  might  be  guided  aright  in  our  treatment 
and  that  the  friends  of  the  patients  might  be  led  to 
look  more  favorably  on  us  and  the  "doctrine." 

We  were  able  to  help  one  little  boy  who  came  for 
nearly  a  month,  and  who  was  very  much  afraid  of 
us  at  first.  His  parents  were  very  grateful  and  his 
mother  called  on  the  women  of  the  compound,  and 
sent  us  presents  of  Chinese  food  which  in  their  eyes 
were  very  valuable.  The  boy's  father  called  on  the 
men  at  the  compound,  and  since  the  exchange  of 
calls  has  seemed  quite  interested  in  our  religion. 

A  woman  from  whose  face  we  removed  a  large 
growth  said  one  morning,  "Are  you  glad  this  lump 
has  gone  ? "  and  when  we  said  yes,  she  replied, 
"  \^  ell,  I  do  not  understand  how  it  is  you  are  glad, 
and  yet  you  are  strangers.  How  is  it  you  are  so 
be  interested  in  me  ?   It  must  your  '  new  religion.'  " 

PERSIA. 

.  HELP  FOR  THE  STARVING. 

Mrs.  Benj.  W.  Labaree  wrote  to  her  father 
from  Oroomiah,  Nov.  19,  1896: 

It  hardly  seems  appropriate  at  the  happy  Christ- 
mas time  to  send  you  a  story  of  distress  and  desti- 
tution, but  my  heart  is  too  full  to  allow  me  to  keep 
quiet.  It  seems  as  though  my  food  would  choke  me 
when  I  see  those  at  our  very  gates  who  are  almost 
starving,  and  in  such  numbers  that  it  is  impossible 
to  help  them  all.  My  comfortable  home  and  plenti- 
ful clothing  give  me  a  feeling  of  shame  and  discom- 
fort, as  I  gaze  daily  upon  hundreds,  a  large  share  of 
whom  have  not  enough  rags  to  cover  them  decently. 

Perhaps  you  do  not  realize  how  near  we  live  to  the 
border  of  Turkey.  A  good  day's  ride  on  horseback 
will  bring  us  to  the  border,  where  the  Kurdish  moun- 
tains, raise  their  snow-capped  heads.  Among  these 
mountains  there  live  many  thousand  Nestorians, 
the  nation  for  whom  the  mission  at  Oroomiah  has 
been  doing  its  principal  work  for  sixty  years.  Many 
efforts  have  been  made  to  reach  these  mountain 
Nestorians,  who  are  very  much  more  ignorant  than 
Nestorians  on  the  Plain  of  Oroomiah,  These  moun- 
tain people  say  themselves  that  they  are  like  animals, 
^'ou  ask  them  to  let  a  daughter  come  down  to  be 
educated  and  they  say,  "You  want  to  teach  my 
daughter  to  read  ?  Better  take  my  cow  first ! "  I  )ur- 
ing  the  past  two  years  our  efforts  in  the  mountains 
have  been  much  restricted  and  the  Turks  have  been 
very  chary  about  allowing  missionaries  there. 

Many  mountain  Nestorians  were,  some  twenty  or 
—  thirty  years  ago,  well-to-do  as  they  count  prosperity. 
They  had  cattle,  all  they  needed  to  eat  and  wear, 
and  were  comfortable.  But  in  many  districts  locusts 
have  destroyed  crop  after  crop,  the  Kurds  have 
taken  away  more  and  more  cattle  and  sheep,  and 
taxes  of  the  Turkish  government  have  eaten  up  what 


these  left.  So,  from  prosperity  they  have  fallen  to 
deep  poverty.    But  this  year  has  put  a 

FINISHING  TOUCH  TO  THEIR  MISERY. 

They  have  only  been  kept  from  sharing  the  fate  of 
massacred  Armenians  further  inland  by  the  Kurds, 
who  thought  it  would  be  more  to  their  advantage  to 
keep  the  people  alive  and  live  off  of  them.  A  Kur 
would  appear  at  a  house  with  loaded  gun  and  say, 
"  Give  me  this  or  that,  or  I  will  kill  you."  This 
they  would  do,  not  once  or  twice,  but  repeatedly. 
Whole  villages  of  Nestorians  and  Armenians  fled 
during  the  summer  to  villages  of  settled  Kurds  and 
there  had  to  pay  for  their  protection  with  all  the  cat- 
tle and  sheep  they  had.  These  poor  people,  stripped 
of  their  possessions,  have  been  gathering,  in  bands 
from  fifty  to  two  or  three  hundred,  and  when  ready 
to  flee  to  this  country  have  to  put  themselves  under 
protection  (?)  of  a  band  of  Kurds  who  demand  two 
krans  (twenty  cents)  a  head  for  escorting  them. 
Then  the  band  of  men,  women  and  children  start 
off,  at  night,  over  the  bleak,  cold  mountains.  In 
some  lonely  place,  beset  by  a  hundred  dangers, 
their  Kurdish  guards  strip  them  of  every  bit  of 
property  they  have  brought  with  them,  of  every 
hat,  sandal,  stocking  or  shirt,  and  leave  them  to  their 
fate.  In  this  terrible  plight  about  ten  thousand  have 
found  their  way  down  to  the  Plain  of  Oroomiah. 
They  are  helpless,  starving  and  almost  naked. 

What  can  be  done  for  them?  The  situation  be- 
comes each  day  more  terrible  as  refugees  are  con- 
stantly arriving,  and  our  hearts  sink  within  us  as  we 
think  of  winter  fast  approaching,  and  the  tremendous 
prices  of  everything  this  year.    The  Plain  is 

NOTED  FOR  ITS  HOSPITALITY. 

In  former  years  it  was  impossible  for  a  hungry  man 
to  go  to  the  door  of  a  Christian  house  without  hav- 
ing a  bit  of  bread  given  him.  But  this  year  our 
Christian  people  are  simply  in  despair.  If  they 
give  all  to  these  hungry  ones,  their  own  store  of 
provisions  will  be  finished  long  before  winter  is  over 
and  then  what  shall  they  give  to  their  own  children? 
Hundreds  of  these  poor  families  are  lodged  in  stables, 
cellars  and  outhouses  of  the  Christian  villages  all 
over  the  Plain,  but  hundreds  more  are  without  a 
place  to  lay  their  heads,  and  I  heard  of  one  village 
where  people  are  literally  lying  in  the  streets  these 
nights  when  the  thermometer  is  below  freezing  point. 

Will  you  go  with  me  down  into  our  yards, — the 
yards  of  the  mission  property  in  the  city  of  Oroo- 
miah? At  sunset,  the  street  was  filled  with  men 
who  had  come  in  from  begging  ;  those  who  had 
been  successful  were  munching  at  pieces  of  bread  as 
they  came  along.    Such  rags,  such 

COLD,   SHIVERING  PEOPLE 

I  can  never  describe.  Boys  with  feet  tied  up  in  bit 
of  old  carpets,  men  whose  only  head  covering  wa 
a  piece  of  torn  handkerchief.    As  I  came  into  our 
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inner  yard,  there  was  a  poor  little  bit  of  a  girl  with 
her  father.  She  could  not  have  been  more  than 
three  or  four  years  okl.  Nothing  but  a  tangle  of 
her  own  hair  covered  her  little  head  on  this  cold 
night,  a  few  cotton  cloths  were  all  she  had  to  protect 
her  from  the  November  air.  I  sent  her  something 
to  eat  which  she  greetlily  devoured,  and  a  piece  pf 
cloth  to  tie  on  her  head,  and  her  father  led  her  off 
happy.  Out  on  the  back  porch  there  was  a  man 
with  arms  almost  bare,  his  coarse  clothing  of  sack- 
ing could  hardly  hang  about  him,  and  he  was  simply 
shivering.  He  said  he  was  to  start  to-morrow  for 
Russia,  and  this  was  all  he  had  to  wear.  How 
gratefully  b.e  put  on  an  old  coat  of  Mr.  Labaree's, 
and  called  down  blessings  on  the  donor.  Would 
t'.iat  our  closets  were  full  of  things  that  could  be 
given  away!  One  of  the  buildings  on  our  premises 
contains  a  number  of  rooms  which  are  called  "  the 
Ouest  Department."  Here  Nestorians  who  come 
to  the  city  can  find  a  night's  lodging  free,  and  a 
meeting  is  conducted  every  evening  for  the  benefit 
of  such  lodgers.  One  room  is  devoted  to  mountain 
people.  Night  before  last,  Mr.  Labaree  went  over 
to  see  what  could  be  done  for  the  many  who  had 
been  pouring  in  during  the  day.  Sixty-four  men, 
women  and  children  were  packed  so  densely  that 
there  was  not  even  room  for  a  child  to  stretch  out 
and  go  to  sleep.  A  missionary  had  provided  twenty- 
eight  pounds  of  bread  with  which  to  feed  the  crowd 
that  night,  but  there  was  not  enough  to  go  around. 
Next  morning  a  crowd  of  women  and  children  were 
at  my  door.  Girls  and  boys  with  elbows,  arms  and 
legs  all  uncovered  in  the  cold  air,  showing  limbs  so 
thin  you  would  think  the  bones  would  protrude 
through  the  skin.  ...  It  hurts  me  to  write  and 
ask  for  help,  but  it  hurts  me  more  to  see  these  poor 
people  and  to  feel  that  all  I  am  able  to  do  for  them 
is  but  a  drop  in  the  bucket.  When  I  hold  my  warm, 
well-fed  baby  in  my  arms  my  heart  almost  breaks  to 
think  of  those  poor  babies  at  the  door.  Twenty 
cents  will  buy  material  for  a  shirt  to  cover  a  child, 
or  thirty  cents  for  a  woman.  Six  cents  will  buy 
four  pounds  of  native  bread. 

AFRICA, 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Johnston  writes  from  Efulex: 
There  has  been  so  much  fighting  among  the  Bule 
the  last  few  months  they  have  not  had  time  to  think 
of  much^lse.  It  has  usually  been  a  "Woman  Pa- 
laver." One  clan  steals  a  woman  from  another,  and 
then  that  clan  kills  a  goat  belonging  to  the  enemy, 
if  they  cannot  get  the  woman  back.  F>om  killing 
goats  it  ends  in  killing  people.  In  a  fight  near  here, 
one  clan  had  eight  men  wounded  and  four  killed. 

Yet  the  work  is  progressing  and  the  Holy  Spirit 
is  able  to  overcome  all  things.  Last  Sabbath  after 
service  in  the  morning  an  old  chief  came  up  the  hill 
and  went  to  Dr.  Johnson,  telling  him  that  he  had 


been  called  on  in  the  morning  to  "talk  a  palaver," 
and  forgetting  it  was  Sunday  had  gone,  and  now  he 
had  come  up  to  hear  the  word  of  God.  He  is  old 
and  feeble.  May  the  Holy  Spirit  work  in  his  heart. 
Dr.  Johnson  has  the  morning  service,  as  he  can  make 
the  Bule  ' '  hear , "  as  they  say.  Talks  to  these  people 
must  be  very  simple  and  short,  as  to  little  children. 

Friends,  pray  for  us  here  in  our  work.  Pray  that 
we  may  be  emptied  of  self  and  have  more  of  Christ 
in  our  lives.  Oh !  if  you  want  to  know  how  helpless 
you  are  in  your  own  strength,  try  to  work  with 
people  like  these.  All  are  well  here  and  happy  in 
work.  Re-inforcements  are  sadly  needed  at  Benito, 
Angom  and  Ebolowe,  The  last  two  are  in  need  of 
physicians.  Where  are  they  to  come  from?  It  is 
for  the  home  church  to  answer  this  question. 

LAOS. 

Mrs.  Howard  Campbell  writes  of  the  bright 
outlook  in  Chieng  >dAi: 

For  the  past  three  days  we  have  been  in  the 
midst  of  the  King's  birthday  festivities.  A  number 
of  us  attended  the  fair  this  evening,  which  reminded 
me  of  the  times  when  I  used  to  attend  county  fair  at 
home.  W  e  were  kindly  treated  by  the  Siamese 
Commissioner,  from  whom  we  had  received  our 
invitations,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  several 
princes  who  are  always  friendly  to  the  missionaries. 

We  have  a  very  pleasant  field  of  labor,  and  one 
which  has  been  bountifully  blessed.  If  you  could 
drop  into  our  comfortable  church  some  Sabbath 
morning  and  see  the  Lao  Christians,  you  would  say: 
"Go  labor  on,  no  toil  for  Him  shall  be  in  vain." 
And  yet  this  is  only  the  mother  church,  from  which 
have  sprung  many  others.  Mr.  Campbell  has  charge 
of  it  this  year.  Last  Friday  he  and  Dr.  McGilvary 
loaded  their  elephants  with  provisions,  bedding  and 
books,  and  set  out  for  a  ten  days'  visit  to  a  distant 
section  where  a  few  families  of  Christians  live.  Dur- 
ing the  rainy  season  it  is  almost  impossible  to  tour 
by  pony,  as  little  streams  become  rivers. 

Each  afternoon  I  have  a  class  of  women  who  are 

LEARXliNG  TO  READ. 

I  began  with  four,  only  one  of  whom  is  a  Christian. 
Each  one  of  these  has  influenced  another  one  to 
come,  so  that  now  the  class  numbers  eight.  Three 
have  applied  for  (  hristian  baptism.  My  class  in 
Sabbath-school  numbers  seventy  boys,  now  that  day 
school  is  in  session.  At  other  times  I  have  only 
twenty.  I  use  picture  rolls  on  the  life  of  Christ,  to 
advantage.  Mrs.  McGilvary  teaches  seventy  little 
girls.    Recently,  nine  adults  have  been  baptized. 

We  are  looking  forward  with  pleasure  to  Annual 
Meeting  in  December,  and  to  the  arrival  of  new 
missionaries  and  supplies  for  next  year.  We  order 
our  goods  in  February  or  March  and  do  not  receive 
them  until  December.  You  see  we  always  have  a 
hope  ahead,  in  Laos. 


nom  DEPARTMENT 

The  Missionary  Prayer-Meeting  for  March. 

General  Subject— Missionary  Administration. 

(a)  The  Board — its  necessity  and  history. 

(b)  Its  relation  to  the  church  at  home  and  the  missionary  abroad 

(c)  Its  membership  and  organization. 

(d)  Magnitude  and  variety  of  its  operations. 

(e)  Missionary  policy. 

(f)  How  the  money  is  raised  and  spent. 

(g)  Causes  of  debt. 

Prayer  for  missionaries  who  make  tours  to  distant  places;  for  the  Assembly's  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions  in  all  its  operations;  for  the  consecration  of  money  on 
the  part  of  Christians. 


SPIRITUAL  BENEFITS  OF  A  MISSIONARY  MEETING. 


We  may  hear  about  the  disadvantages 
of  attending  missionary  meetings  any 
day.  It  is  really  astonishing  the  number 
of  reasons  that  make  it  if  not  wrong,  at 
least  not  clearly  right  to  attend  such  a 
gathering.  A  cloud  as  big  as  a  man's 
hand,  unfinished  sewing,  the  convenient 
adage  that  charity  begins  at  home, — even 
the  audacious  excuse,  "I  never  can  re- 
member the  day  it  comes";  and  then, 
"  It  is  so  stupid,  so  stiff,  so  formal,  so  un- 
interesting."  O,  we  know  all  the  objec- 
tionable features  of  a  missionary  meeting! 

Just  now,  however,  let  us  consider  a 
moment  the  real,  substantial  helpfulness 
of  such  meetings.  The  benefit  of  its 
sociability  is  not  to  be  despised.  We 
are  gathered  with  one  accord.  It  is  a 
very  friendly  place,  and  the  interest 
which  extends  to  the  uttermost  parts  of 
the  earth,  and  includes  people  whom  we 
have  never  seen,  overflows  and  abounds 
when  we  meet  our  very  own  here.  There 
is  no  such  courtesy  as  Christian  courtesy; 
it  is  genuine  and  sincere.  Here  we  can 
be  sure  to  meet  Jesus — socially.  His 
friendship  and  His  companionship  we  are 
looking  forward  to  as  the  crowning  of 
our  enjoyment  in  Heaven.  We  shall  see 
Him  face  to  face  there.  Shall  we  not 
make  haste  to  be  on  intimate  terms  with 
Him  here?  Is  there  any  place  more 
likely  to  attract  Him  than  this?  "Where 
two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my 
name,  there  am  I  in  the  midst." 


This  leads  naturally  to  the  reality  of 
the  power  of  prayer.  Here  the  promises 
have  been  tried  and  not  found  wanting. 
Many  and  many  a  time  has  it  been  that 
while  they  were  yet  speaking,  petitions 
were  heard  and  those  in  peril  have 
been  rescued,  doors  shut  have  been 
opened,  hard  hearts  have  been  broken. 

Our  missionaries  realize  this  for  they 
ask  for  our  prayers  more  than  for  our 
money,  and  in  many  ways  it  has  been 
proven  that  "prayer  moves  the  arm  that 
wields  the  world. " 

There  is  no  better  chance  for  learning 
about  current  events  than  at  a  missionary 
meeting.  The  cream  of  the  month's 
summary  of  news  is  to  be  learned  here 
and  there  is  nothing  that  can  be  made 
more  intellectually  stimulating  than  this 
collection  of  items.  It  touches  govern- 
ments and  international  relations  and  all 
chief  questions  of  the  day.  Geography 
and  History  crop  out  constantly.  Is  not 
this  a  spiritual  benefit  ?  Is  it  not  some- 
thing to  realize  that  all  we  have  and  all 
we  know  may  be  sanctified  for  the  Mas 
ter's  use  ?  Is  it  not  a  pleasure  that  relig- 
ion is  no  narrow  one-day-in-seven  affair 
but  that  whatever  we  do,  we  do  all  for 
the  glory  of  our  Father  in  Heaven  ? 

Study  of  mathematics  is  an  important 
element  in  our  missionary  meetings.  The 
power  in  little  sums,  patient  perseverance 
in  gathering  up  the  fragments,  conscien- 
tious care  of  every  cent, — these  have 
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taught  many  a  woman  book  -  keeping, 
methodical  habits,  and  the  solemn  value 
of  money.  I  say  "solemn"  advisedly, 
for  the  sending  or  withholding  of  the 
Word  of  Life  is  no  small  matter,  and  our 
responsibility  is  very  great. 

Besides,  when  we  learn  what  the  mis- 
eries of  our  down-trodden  sisters  are  else- 
where, when  we  realize  their  degradation 
and  hopelessness,  when  we  read  the  de- 
tails of  religions  that  do  not  help  but 
hinder,  is  there  any  woman  in  our  broad 
land  who  could  not  lift  up  the  voice  in 
thanksgiving?  Behold,  "He  hath  not 
dealt  so  with  any  people,"  for  "He  hath 
crowned  us  with  lovingkindness  and  ten- 
der mercies,"  and  our  crosses  and  losses 


are  as  nothing  when  we  consider  our 
land,  our  homes,  and  our  Bible. 

Some  readers  of  Woman's  Work  per- 
haps, have  not  yet  attended  these  meet- 
ings. I  am  more  sorry  for  you  than  I 
can  tell;  of  course  you  do  not  know 
what  you  have  missed.  Not  for  the  sake 
of  the  heathen  but  for  yourselves  do  I  urge 
you  to  join  and  work  in  the  Society  of 
your  church.  This  is  the  missionary  age 
and  you  are  behind  the  times  if  you  have 
not  caught  its  spirit. 

"There  is  little  danger  of  exaggerat- 
ing the  grandeur  of  our  opportunity,  the 
greatness  of  our  responsibility,  or  the 
peril  of  unfaithfulness,  neglect  or  even 
delay."  E.  M.  E.  Loiighridge. 


"  JESUS'-LAND." 

A  dying  gid  in  heathendom  said  to  her  Christian  teacher,  "I  am  going  to  Jesus'-Land." 


In  "  Jesus'-Land  "  nor  pain,  nor  tears, 
Nor  darksome  night  nor  woesome  fears. 
Nor  days  distraught,  nor  troubled  years. 
In  Jesus'-Land  ! 


In  "  Jesus'-Land  "  no  heart  doth  break 
No  weary  watch  for  dear  love's  sake  ; 
For  Love  itself  the  life  doth  make 
In  Jesus'-Land  ! 


In  "  Jesus'-Land  "  no  bitter  strife, 
No  low-born  aim,  no  selfish  life, 
No  time,  no  place  with  conflict  rife 
In  Jesus'-Land  ! 


Land  of  Immanuel — Son  of  God — 
Land  that  the  holy  saints  have  trod 
Since  erst  they  left  earth's  dark  abode- 
O  Jesus'-Land  ! 


In  "Jesus'-Land"  none  misconceive, 
Misunderstand,  or  careless  grieve  ; 
Each  in  the  other  doth  believe 
In  Jesus'-Land  ! 


How  fair  thy  bowers  bloom  to-day, 
.How  fresh  thy  dawn  alway,  alway  ; — 
And  soul  to  soul  doth  ever  say, 
"  'Tis  Jesus'-Land  !  " 


In  "  Jesus'-Land  "  none  seeks  his  own. 
None  passeth  by  with  heedless  tone  ; 
No  "  stranger"  desolate  and  lone 
In  Jesus'-Land  ! 


Then  ye  who  soon  this  grace  shall  greet. 
Ye  saints  who  -with  the  saints  shall  meet. 
Shall  ye  not  catch  the  echo  sweet 
Of  Jesus'-Land  ? 


Approving  here  what  they  approve — 
One  Family,  below — above  ; 
One  in  the  faith,  the  trust,  the  love 
Of  Jesus'-Land  ! 

— C.  A.  L.  in  Faith  and  Works. 


SILVER  ANNIVERSARY  AT  WEST  ALEXANDER,  PA. 


Dear  Editor: — Have  you  space  in 
your*  magazine  for  mention  of  another 
silver  anniversary?  This  was  observed 
Nov.  lo.  Invitations  were  sent  to  absent 
members,  and  the  adjoining  churches, 
which  had  united  with  us  since  1875 
supporting  a  missionary,  were  asked  to 
send  delegates.      Some    of    the  older 

*  Our  magazine,  please. — Ed. 


members  met  in  the  church  parlor  for  a 
morning  devotional  hour,  the  fitting 
theme  being  the  Vine  and  fruit-bearing 
branches.  This  pleasant  service  was  fol- 
lowed by  an  informal  lunch  and  social 
hour.  We  then  adjourned  to  the  audi- 
ence room,  for  the  open  afternoon  ses- 
sion, where  a  goodly  number  had  assem- 
bled.   A  pathetic  feature  was  the  roll- 
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call  of  the  original  one  hundred  and  seven 
members,  scarcely  a  dozen  responding  to 
their  names.  A  welcome  for  those  who 
had  come  to  us,  summary  of  the  work  of 
Auxiliary  and  Bands,  Treasurer's  and 
other  reports,  reading  letters  from  our 
missionaries  and  poems  written  for  the 
occasion,  words  of  approval  and  encour- 
agement from  the  clergymen  present, 
and  a  free-will  offering — these  made  up 
the  programme.  "Coronation"  hymn 
and  the  Apostolic  benediction  closed  the 
delightful  services. 

The  missionaries  supported,  in  part,  by 
this  Auxiliary  have  been  successively — 
Mrs.  James  Shaw,  Mrs.  Fannie  Corbett 
Hays,  and  Mrs.  Madge  Woods  Hamil- 
ton, a  daughter  of  our  Presbytery — all 
in  North  China.  Frequent  correspond- 
ence with  these  women  on  the  field,  was 
noted  as  one  of  the  agencies  which  had 


made  our  work  effective.  Others  were, 
over  and  above  all,  prayer, — co-opera 
tion  of  the  pastor,  visits  of  missionaries 
direct  from  the  field,  helpful  literature 
including  maps  and  library — representa- 
tion at  Presbyterial  meetings,  and  per- 
sonal effort.  The  amount  given  to  for- 
eign missions  during  this  period,  is  more 
than  $6,000.  This,  however,  includes 
some  legacies,  and  a  scholarship  sup- 
ported by  the  Sabbath-school.  The 
Bands  have  contributed  about  $1,700. 
One  of  their  members,  who  went  in  1882 
as  missionary  to  Chili,  was  called  after 
two  years  labor  to  higher  service.  One 
has  been  for  years  a  teacher  among  the 
Freedmen. 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  twenty-five 
years,  nothing  has  more  impressed  us 
than  the  thought  that,  though  the  work- 
ers fail,  the  work  goes  on.      E.  H.  L. 


We  are  greatly  encouraged  at  the  growing  promptness  with  which  subscriptions  to  Woman's  Work 
FOR  Woman  are  renewed.  We  ascribe  this  very  largely  to  the  notices  sent  out  regularly  with  the  expira- 
tion of  each  subscription.  These  are  carefully  worded,  so  as  in  no  way  to  conflict  with  but  rather  to  sim- 
plify the  work  of  the  very  necessary  local  Secretary  of  Literature,  as  each  subscriber  is  requested  to  sub- 
scribe through  her.  Therefore,  what  at  first  sight  might  seem  a  work  of  supererogation  proves  in  reality 
a  great  help  at  headquarters.    Chairvian  of  Editorial  Connnittee. 

SUGGESTION  CORNER. 


From  Xenia,  Ohio: 

"Members  of  our  Auxiliary  consider 
that  we  have  enjoyed  an  unrivaled  privi- 
lege for  the  past  four  years.  While  other 
Societies  have  found  it  their  best  availa- 
ble plan  to  print  the  programme  for  the 
year  at  its  beginning,  our  pastor's  wife 
has  mimeographed  ours  each  month.  By 
this  means  we  are  enabled  to  avoid  all 
appearance  of  staleness,  to  utilize  cur- 
rent events,  and  the  freshest  news  from 
the  field  under  consideration.  The 
mimeographed  programme  is  distributed 
through  the  church  on  Sabbath  preceding 
monthly  meeting,  thus  winning  many  to 
attend  who  would  not  otherwise." 


From  East  Orange,  N.  J.  ;  the  Heart 
and  Hand  Society: 

"I  send  you  the  list  of  topics  for  the 
year.  It  was  difficult  to  choose;  but  I 
settled  the  matter  by  selecting  women 
through  whom  we  might  study  mission 
work  in  several  aspects:  educational, 
medical,  &c.  The  Bible  readings  for  the 
series  are  'Women  of  the  Bible.'  For 
the  'Mary  Lyon'  meeting  we  had  in- 
stances Qf  their  faith,  for  'Fidelia  Fiske' 


expressions  of  their  love.  When  I  planned 
for  these  meetings,  the  new  topics  had 
not  been  announced." 

Under  the  general  subject  Missionary 
Heroiftes^  the  "topics  "  referred  to  above 
are:  Mary  Lyon,  Fidelia  Fiske,  Dr.  Grace 
Kimball,  Extension  of  Hebrews  nth, 
Mrs.  McFarland,  Mary  Moffat,  Mrs. 
Tracy.  For  the  November  meeting  the 
keynote  was:  "lam  only  one  woman, 
but  I  am  one^  and  what  one  woman  ought  to 
be  and  can  be,  that,  God  helping  me,  I 
will  be."  The  outline  was  as  follows: 
I.  Sketch  of  Mary  Lyon,  and  Mt.  Holyoke 
Seminary.    2.  Mt.  Holyoke  in  Zululand. ' 

3.  Dehra  School;  A  College  Girl'in  India. 

4.  Mt.  Holyoke  for  Turkey.  5.  For 
Mountain  People  of  the  South.  6.  The 
Light  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

A  souvenir  blotter  was  given  to  each 
member  at  the  close,  on  which  were  in- 
scribed two  or  three  of  Mary  Lyon's 
memorable  sayings. 


From  Wooster,  Ohio: 

"I  write  to  say  my  precious  mother 
has  been  called  to  her  Heavenly  Rest. 
For  twenty  years  she  was  the  faithful 
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Treasurer  of  the  foreign  missionary  soci- 
ety and  for  nearly,  if  not  all,  that  length 
of  time,  voluntarily  gathered  the  sub- 
scriptions for  Woman's  Work  for  Wom- 
an. I  felt  like  sending  this  line  telling 
why  her  name  can  never  again  appear  on 
vour  lists." 


From 


"A  mother  in  a  Presbyterian  Church 
says:  'I  do  not  believe  in  foreign  mis- 
sions.' I  wonder  which  of  your  publica- 
tions would  be  most  likely  to  open  her 
eyes.  If  reading  her  Bible  does  not  do 
it,  I  do  not  see  how  anything  can." 


ARRiv.Ms.  SINCE  LAST  MONTH. 

November  7,  1S96. — At  San  Francisco,  Rev.  S.  F.  Moore  and  family,  from  Seoul,  Korea.  Address, 
Hinsdale,  111. 

December  10. — At  San  Francisco,   Rev.  S.  A.  Moffett,  from  Pyeng  Vang,  Korea.  Address, 
Madison,  Ind. 

Rev.  D.  L.  Clifford,  from  Seoul,  Korea.    Address,  Mendota,  111. 
December  14. — At  New  York,  Miss  De  Baun,  from  Mexico  City.    Address,  Nyack,  N.  Y. 
December  22. — At  San  Francisco,  Dr.  Mary  Brown,  from  \Vei  Hien,  China.    Address,  Ann  Arbor, 

Mich. 

Miss  Fmma  F.  Boughton,  from  Wei  Hien,  China.    Address,  Nassau,  N.  Y. 
January  2,  1S97. — At  New  York,  Mr.  Edward  Ford,  from  Africa,  via  Syria.    Address,  1326  Adams 

Street,  Chicago,  111. 
January  2. — At  Orange,  N.  J.,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  O.  Gill,  from  Peking. 
Departure. 

December  19. — From  New  York,  Miss  Martha  B.  Hunter,  returning  to  Barranquilla,  Colombia, 
after  a  short  furlough. 
Resignations. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  G.  Woods,  Mexico.    Appointed  1892. 
Miss  Margaret  Wilson,  Daos.    Appointed  1893. 
Mrs.  Geo.  E.  Woodhull,  Japan.    Appointed  1888. 

To  the  Auxiliaries. 

[For  address  of  each  headquarters  and  list  of  officers  see  third  page  of  cover.] 


From  Philadelphia. 

Send  all  letters  to  1334  Chestnut  Street. 
Directors'  Meeting  first  Tuesday  of  the  month, 
and  prayer-meeting  third  Tuesday,  each  begin- 
ning at  II  o'clock,  in   the   Assembly  Room. 
Visitors  welcome. 

The  Twenty-seventh  Annual  Assembly  of 
the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (Philadelphia)  will  be  held 
in  the  Second  Church,  Altoona,  Pa.,  April  28 
and  29.  Let  there  be  a  cordial  response  to 
the  enthusiastic  invitation  from  the  Missionary 
Unio?i  of  Altoona  a?id  neighboring  towns,  by 
the  attendance  of  a  large  number  of  delegates. 
Begin  now  to  think  not  only  whom  you  shall  send, 
but  plan  if  possible  to  be  present  yourself.  Full 
information  will  be  given  in  March  magazine. 

Treasurer's  books  at  headquarters  close 
April  20. 

We  urge  the  Treasurers  of  Auxiliary  Socie 
ties  and  Bands  to  be  prompt  in  sending  their 
last  payments  of  the  year  to  their  Presbyterial 
Treasurers,  as  the  latter  are  expected  to  hold 
over  for  the  next  year  all  money  coming  in  after 
their  books  are  closed  for  this  year. 

Blanks  for  Annual  Reports  have  been  issued. 
Accuracy  in  filling  them  and  promptness  in  re- 
turning greatly  lessen  the  labor  at  headquarters, 
and  assist  in  making  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Parent  Society  satisfactory  and  helpful  to  all. 

Societies  desiring  missionary  speakers  will 
ad<iress  Mrs.  Win.  Watters, 


What  do  we  give,  6  cts.  per  doz.,  30  cts.  per 
ICQ,  will  prove  a  helpful  little  poem  for  dis- 
tribution. 

A  new  book  of  Missionary  Exercises  is  under 
consideration.  Any  Society  or  Band  having 
used  dialogues,  poems,  Bible-readings,  or  exer- 
cises which  have  proved  interesting,  and  will 
now  pass  them  along  to  be  used  in  this  book, 
will  confer  a  favor  and  hasten  its  issue.  Address 
Miss  Lowrie,  1334  Chestnut  St.,  Phila.,  Pa. 

The  season  for  using  Collectors  envelopes  is 
at  hand.    Free,  except  for  postage  4  cts.  per  100. 

It  shall  be  our  aim  to  keep  Societies  informed 
in  this  column  from  month  to  month  of  suitable 
material  for  use  of  those  who  follow  this  year's 
topics.  It  will  only  be  considered  supplementary 
to  the  valuable  material  that  will  always  be 
found  in  the  Magazines.  For  February,  under 
Evangelistic  Work  we  recommend  the  leaflets : 
Premadini,  How  the  Battle  Goes,  Some  Visits 
to  Christless  Homes,  Solving  and  Reapifig,  2 
cts.  each.  Miss  Belz's  work  in  Etawah,  and 
copied  extracts  upon  Itinerating  work — free,  ex- 
cept for  postage  2  cts. 

From  Chicago, 

Meetings  at  Room  48  McCormick  Block, 
69  and  71  Dearborn  Street,  every  Friday  at 
10  A.  M.    Visitors  welcome. 

The  Twenty-sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  our 
Board  will  be  held  in  the  Broadway  Church, 
Rock  Island,  III.,  Rev.  Wm,  S.  Marquis,  D.D., 
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pastor,  April  21  and  22,  when  the  reports  of 
stewardship  will  be  given.  Are  we  to  go  up  to 
the  Feast  with  a  deficit  ?  Why  do  so  many 
Christians  who  profess  a  desire  and  pray  for  the 
coming  of  the  Kingdom,  if  need  for  retrench- 
ment comes,  begin  and  sometimes,  alas,  end  the 
saving  in  cutting  off  gifts  to  the  treasury  ? 
Missionaries  are  sent  out  to  open  new  work  and 
care  for  that  already  begun.  Are  they  to  close 
schools  and  come  home  because  we  are  not  will- 
ing to  deny  self }  We  know  that  most  of  our 
members  are  self-denying,  but  wall  not  each  try 
to  open  the  eyes  of  one  now  bUnded  to  the 
blessedness  of  giving  ? 

Blanks  for  the  Annual  Reports  will  have 
been  sent  to  Presbyterial  Secretaries,  by  Febru- 
ary I.  Also,  a  sufficient  number  of  "Invita- 
tions to  Annual  Meeting"  for  each  local  Society 
and  Band  as  well  as  each  Presbyterial  officer. 
It  is  not  too  early  to  begin  planning  who  shall 
be  appointed  delegates.  If  any  Presbyterial 
Secretary  fails  to  receive  her  package  will  she 
please  send  us  word  immediately  that  a  dupli- 
cate may  be  sent  her  ?  Please  do  not  wait  until 
it  is  time  for  the  fiUed-in  reports  to  be  sent  to 
Room  48,  where  the  reports  should  be  sent,  not 
to  the  private  address  of  any  officer. 

Ix  letters  have  come  many  commendations 
for  the  Year  Book,  price  10  cts.  We  quote: 
"  To  us  who  use  it  always  in  family  worship  it 
seems  indispensable."  "I  am  more  pleased 
with  it  than  ever."  "Two  more  subscribers  to 
Woman's  Work,  and  now  five  want  the  Year 
Book."  "  Please  send  more  Year  Books;  those 
I  had  pleased  so  well,  more  are  wanted." 

We  have  had  a  re-issue  of  some  of  our  leaf- 
lets. Why  Our  Society  Did  Not  Disband  and 
Pitchers  and  Lamps,  both  2  cts.  each,  15  cts. 
per  doz.  Also  Invitation  to  Missionary  M eeti?ig, 
I  ct.  each,  10  cts.  per  doz.,  and  How  Much  Do 
I  Owe?  5  cts.  per  doz.  This  last  is  excellent  to 
send  with  envelope  and  invitation  to  Praise 
Meeting.  Address  W.  P.  B.  M.,  Room  48, 
McCormick  Block,  Chicago,  111. 

From  New  York 

Prayer-meeting  at  156  Fifth  Ave.,  cor.  20th 
St.,  the  first  Wednesday  of  each  month  at  10.30 
A.M.  Each  other  Wednesday  there  is  a  half- 
hour  meeting  for  prayer  and  reading  of  mission- 
ary letters,  commencing  at  the  same  hour. 

The  Twenty-seventh  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Women's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  New  York,  will  be  held  in 
the  Central  Church  of  Rochester  on  Wednesday 
and  Thursday,  April  14,  15. 

One  point  of  vantage  the  Women's  Board  of 
New  York  surely  has,  the  meeting  with  the  mis- 
sionaries just  returning  from  their  work  abroad, 
and  with  those  just  embarking  for  their  distant 
stations.  The  testimony  of  those  returning  and 
the  faith  and  enthusiasm  of  those  going  out  for 
the  first  time,  are  alike  stimulating.    Often  and 


often  at  the  daily  meeting  held  by  the  Assem- 
bly's Board  at  a  quarter  to  one  o'clock,  at  the 
weekly  meeting  of  our  Women's  Board  on 
Wednesday  at  half  past  ten  o'clock,  and  always 
at  the  monthly  meetings  the  first  Wednesday  of 
each  month  at  the  same  hour,  this  privilege  can 
be  enjoyed. 

We  record  with  gratitude  that  our  receiptL 
are  slowly  increasing,  though  not  yet  up  to  the 
mark  of  last  year  at  this  time,  and  that  ' '  last  day 
of  the  fiscal  year"  seems  to  follow  so  quickly  the 
opening  of  the  calendar  year. 

The  season  has  come  for  a  review  of  our  sev- 
eral presbyterial  fields.  We  would  suggest  to 
those  having  responsibility  in  each  presbytery  to 
try  with  new  tenderness,  sympathy  and  encour- 
agement to  effect  the  strengthening  of  the  weaker 
societies.  Let  visits  and  letters  of  cheer  and 
inspiration  have  their  full  influence. 

Are  there  no  possibilities  in  the  way  of  new 
organizations  ?  Will  not  our  Presbyterial  Presi- 
dents prayerfully  consider  the  condition  of  each 
church  within  her  bounds  wherein  no  society 
exists  ? 

An  Auxiliary  Secretary  writes  as  follows: 
' '  A  new  day  of  Pentecost  is  our  greatest  need. 
Each  new  warm-hearted  soul  won  for  Christ  was 
a  missionary  then,  and  would  be  now  were  we 
re-endued  with  pow^r  from  on  High.  I  cannot 
but  believe  that  a  new  spirit  of  devotion  is  even 
a  greater  need  than  more  money,  though  inev- 
itably the  latter  would  be  the  outcome  of  the 
former." 

The  January  meetings — what  shall  their  out- 
come be  ?  While  we  listen  for  the  '  *  stately 
steppings"  and  wait  for  the  Presence  which  can 
thrill  every  heart,  let  us  each  serve  freely  as  we 
can  day  by  day,  learning  what  a  simple  and 
blessed  thing  it  is  just  to  obey. 

Northern  New  York. 

We  trust  that  the  Auxiliaries  are  making  their 
plans  to  be  well  represented  at  the  Twenty-fifth 
Annual  Meeting,  which  will  be  held  in  the 
Second  Street  Church,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  the  third 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  April.  At  this 
writing,  arrangements  are  not  yet  complete ;  full 
particulars  will  be  given  in  the  March  number  of 
this  magazine. 

We  would  remind  the  Auxiliaries  and  Bands, 
that  the  special  Silver  Anniversary  Offering  is  to 
be  sent  to  Mrs.  H.  B.  Nason,  10  Washington 
Place,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  in  March.  It  is  earnestly 
hoped  that  every  organization  will  be  represented 
in  this  offering. 

The  books  of  the  Treasurer  close  the  first  of 
April ;  the  time  to  see  that  all  regular  pledges  are 
met  is  now,  not  the  last  day  of  March. 

Those  who  have  not  already  ordered  the  Year 
Book  may  send  in  orders,  now,  to  Miss  C.  A. 
Bush,  29  Second  St.,  Troy,  N.  Y.    When  or- 
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[February, 


dering,  enclose  twelve  cents  which  covers  the 
cost  and  postage. 

From  St.  Louis. 

Meetings  at  1516  Locust  street,  first  and 
third  Tuesdays  of  every  month.  Visitors  are 
welcome.  Leaflets  and  missionary  Hterature 
obtained  by  sending  to  15 16  Locust  street. 

The  Treasurer  wishes  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  there  remain  but  a  few  more  months  of 
this  fiscal  year,  and  that  unless  our  receipts  are 
materially  increased  in  that  time,  we  shall  fall 
far  short  of  last  year's  record.  This  matter  is 
worthy  of  serious  attention.  Of  course  there 
are  good  and  sufficient  reasons  why  some  of  this 
shortage  should  exist,  many  of  us  could  name 
them ;  but  let  us  be  sure  that  it  is  not  through 
lack  of  effort  on  our  part. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  first  week  of  Feb- 
ruary be  observed  by  our  Auxiliaries  as  a  time 
of  self-denial,  the  results  to  be  handed  in  at 
our  annual  Praise  meetings  which  we  usually 
hold  in  March,  or  some  time  before  the  Board's 
Annual  Meeting  in  April.  In  view  of  our 
Treasurer's  words  above  we  see  the  necessity 
of  extra  exertion.  Many  sweet  lessons  are  to 
be  learned  in  this  Praise  service.  In  some 
of  our  churches  all  the  organizations  use  the 
Thank-offering  boxes  or  envelopes  and  bring 
them  into  the  meeting  together,  each  one  taking 
an  active  part  in  the  programme.  The  family 
spirit  is  thus  emphasized,  especially  if  the  meet- 
ing be  held  on  Wednesday  or  Sunday  evening 
when  fathers  and  brothers  can  be  with  us. 

Mrs.  McClure  says  that  she  and  the  chil- 
dren had  chicken-pox  but  went  to  church  just 
the  same,  Siamese  fashion. 

For  the  February  meetings  we  have  the  poem 
by  Charlotte  Murray,  What  Do  We  Give? 
Price  to  Societies  not  auxiliary  to  this  Board,  30 
cts.  per  ICQ  copies.  To  our  own  Auxiliaries  we 
charge  postage,  only  5  cts.  per  100. 

The  Willful  Gifts,  prose,  20  cts.  per  dozen, 
is  also  excellent  for  Februar}^  meetings.  We 
have  just  printed  our  second  edition  of  this.  See 
address  at  head  of  these  notes. 

Fro7n  San  Francisco. 

Meetings  at  10  A.  m.  each  Monday  at  920 
Sacramento  Street.  Business,  first  Monday  in 
each  month.  Executive  Committee,  third 
Monday. 

Full  particulars  of  the  Annual  Meeting, 
which  will  be  held  in  April,  will  be  given  in  the 
March  number  of  this  magazine;  but  we  call 
attention  to  it  now  in  order  that  we  may  ask 
f  rom  every  Auxiliary  and  each  member  earnest 
prayer  for  God's  blessing  upon  this  meeting. 

We  would  call  special  attention  to  the  fol- 
owing  words  from  our  faithful  Treasurer  and 
bespeak  for  her  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
every  one  : 


At  the  time  of  writing,  Dec.  23,  reports  have 
been  received  from  five  Presbyterial  Treasurers, 
and  each  report  shows  a  goodly  increase  over  the 
corresponding  quarter  of  last  year.  We  hope  this 
indicates,  not  only  an  increase  in  gifts,  but  an 
effort  to  equalize  pledges  through  the  quarters  ;  a 
result  greatly  to  be  desired.  Societies  are  falling 
into  line,  and  only  occasionally  send  money  other- 
wise than  through  the  regular  channels. 

But  three  months  of  our  fiscal  year  remain.  Let 
each  Presbyterial  Treasurer,  each  Auxiliary  Treas- 
urer, and  each  individual  member  of  our  Societies, 
use  the  utmost  diligence  during  these  three  months, 
and  we  are  sure  our  books  will  close  with  such  a 
gain,  as  will  give  an  impetus  to  the  work  of  next 
year.  Al7-s.  E.  G.  Denniston,  Treasurer. 

The  Occidental  Board  has  reluctantly  accepted 
the  resignation  of  Mrs.  J.  C.  Smith,  Special 
Object  Secretary,  whom  we  welcomed  from  an 
extended  visit  in  the  East  only  to  lose  her,  as  she 
goes  with  her  husband  to  a  new  field  of  labor 
beyond  the  Rockies. 

An  officer  in  San  Francisco  Presbytery  reports 
the  Societies  all  in  good  condition,  but  that 
' '  Trinity,  and  indeed  the  whole  Presbytery,  loses 
a  valued  and  faithful  worker  in  the  departure  of 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Smith  for  the  East."  Trinity  Church 
has  a  new  Junior  C.  E.  Society  and  many  of  the 
Societies  make  their  Thank-offering  meeting  the 
most  interesting  of  all  the  year.  The  offering 
from  the  First  Church  was  more  than  $600. 
We  are  glad  to  receive  these  items  and  hope 
other  Presbyteries  will  fall  into  line. 

The  Chinese  Review,  which  gives  information 
from  all  stations  connected  with  the  Chinese 
work  in  California,  has  appeared,  for  its  second 
year,  in  a  new  dress,  larger  in  size  and  illus- 
trated. The  price,  10  cts.  a  year,  remains 
the  same. 

Send  for  these  leaflets  now  to  be  had  at 
920  Sacramento  St.  :    History  of  the  Studetit 

Volunteer  Movement  for  Foreign  Missions. 
John  R.  Mott.    Price  10  cts.    Shall  I  go  '/ 

Thoughts  for  Girls.  Miss  Grace  E.  Wilder. 
Price  5  cts.  These  leaflets  are  intensely  in- 
teresting and  are  Nos.  i  and  2  of  the  Student 
Volunteer  Series. 

From  Portland,  Oregon. 

Meetings  on  the  first  and  third  Tuesdays  of 
each  month  at  the  First  Presbyterian  Church. 
Visitors  welcome. 

The  Ninth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  North 
Pacific  Board  will  be  held  in  the  First  Presbyter- 
ian church,  Portland,  Oregon,  April  20,  21. 
We  hope  for  large  delegations  from  every  Pres- 
bytery.   Fuller  notice  will  be  given  next  month. 

It  was  the  privilege  of  a  number  of  the 
Board  to  take  by  the  hand  and  wish  a  ' '  God 
speed"  to  a  party  of  missionaries  sent  out 
under  the  Southern  Presbyterian  Board  and  en 
route  to  the  foreign  field.  They  were:  Miss 
Grier,  from  Charlotte,  N.  C  ,  under  appoint- 
ment to  Japan;  Miss  McKnight  of  Greenville, 
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S.  C,  and  Revs.  J.  Mercer  Blain  and  W.  F. 
Junkin  of  Virginia,  bound  for  different  points 
in  China. 

An  earnest  appeal  under  the  heading  ' '  Shall 
We  Cancel  Our  Debt?''  and  urging  a  special 
self-denial  offering,  was  received  by  this  Board 
from  women  of  the  Ohio  Synod.  Believing 
that  this  appeal  cannot  fail  to  accomplish  its 
mission  the  Board  has  heartily  endorsed  it  and 
forwarded  copies  to  Presbyterial  officers  asking 
that  a  copy  be  sent  to  each  Auxiliary  with  the 
request  that  it  be  read  at  its  first  meeting.  A 
"separate  treasurer"  should  be  appointed  in 


each  Auxiliary  whose  duty  shall  be  not  only  to 
receive  the  fund  but  to  enlist  members  in  making 
a  self-denial  offering.  This  should  then  be 
sent  through  the  regular  channels  to  the  Board 
Treasurer  specifying  to  which  branch  of  missions 
the  donor  wishes  it  to  be  applied,  and  marked 
"Self-denial  Fund." 

Miss  Strong  of  Seoul,  Korea,  writes  to  a 
niece  telling  her  of  the  great  burden  that  she  has 
for  souls  about  her.  She  asks  her  niece  to  join 
her  at  5  o'clock  each  day  in  prayer,  that  she  may 
be  able  to  lead  many  to  the  Light.  Will  you 
not  join  this  little  circle  of  prayer,  dear  Reader  ? 


Receipts  of  the  "W"oman*s  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  from  December  1, 1896. 

[presbyteries  in  small  capitals.] 


Athens.— Marietta,  35.32,  S.C.E.  Jr.,  8;  Middleport,  S.C.E., 
9.95;  Warren,  S.C.E.,  2,  $55.27 

Baltimore. — Baltimore,  2d,  24.71,  R.  H.  Smith  Bd.,  9. 
Proudfit  Bd.,  10;  Aisquith  St.,  40;  Broadway,  S.S.,  5;  Central, 
115.  Y.L.S.,  5;  Covenant,  S.C.E.  Jr.,  5;  Lafayette  Sq.,  13.67: 
Park,  54.22;  Deer  Creek  Harmony,  2;  Govanstown,  Busy 
Bees,  25;  Lonaconing,  10;  Taneytown,  51,  369.60 

Blairsville. — Armagh,  8;  Beulah,  21;  Blairsville,  18.21; 
Derry,  27.27;  Ebensburg,  50;  Greensburg,  Westm'r,  S.C.E. 
Jr.,  5;  Irwin,  17.50;  Johnstown,  Morrellville,  T.O.,  5.11;  La- 
trobe,  22.47;  New  Alexandria,  10;  Plum  Creek,  legacy,  Mrs. 
Sarah  H.  Coon,  dec'd,  40;  Poke  Run,  5.50,  Silver  Links,  5, 

235.06 

Chester. — Berwyn,  11.50;  Bryn  Mawr,  50;  Chester,  ist,  5; 
Darby  Borough,  Ivy  Leaf  Bd.,  15;  Downington,  4.80:  Fagg's 
Manor,  22;  Honey  Brook,  37,  S.C.E.,  10;  Lansdowne  (in  mem. 
Miss  MacFarlane,  3),  24. 3^,  Y.L.B.,  5;  Lincoln,  Willing  Help- 
ers, 15,  S.S.,  2.56;  Media  (T.O.,  23.34),  74.75;  Mt.  Pleasant, 
5.68;  New  London,  5.50;  Oxford,  T.O.,  92,  American  Chap- 
ter, 15;  Ridley  Park,  15;  Wayne,  Helen  Newton  Circle,  15, 
Boys'  Club,  2.70;  West  Chester,  ist  (25th  an.,  25),  71,  S.C.E., 
4.08;  Westm'r,  12.90;  West  Grove,  7.80,  52^.60 

Chillicothe. — Bainbridge,  3.50;  Bloomingburg,  5;  Chilli- 
cothe,  ist,  25,  Y.L.B.  (Synodical  objeet,  i),  16;  3d,  2.70;  Con- 
cord. 3.10;  Frankfort,  5;  Greenfield,  9.88;  Hillsboro',  18.75, 
Sycamore  Val.  Bd.,  3.75;  Kingston,  5;  McArthur,  1.50;  N. 
Fork,  3.19,  Ch.  Givers,  1.35;  Pisgah,  6.75;  So.  Salem,  10; 
Wash'n  C.H.,  4.71,  Y.L.B.,  1.25;  Wilkesville  (Synodical object, 
i),  6,  K2.43 

Jersey  City. — Hackensack,  8;  Rutherford,  50.72,  Y.L.S., 
30,  88.72 

Marion. — Iberia,  6.00 

Morris  and  Orange. — Boonton,  56;  E.  Orange,  1st,  60, 
Willing  Workers,  50;  E.  Orange,  Brick,  loo;  Morristown,  Mrs. 
J.  B.  Beaumont,  5;  New  Vernon,  Willing  Workers,  25;  Orange, 
ist,  125;  St.  Cloud,  T.O.,  10.14,  431.14 

Northumberland. — Beech  Creek, 1.50;  Berwick,  3:  Blooms- 
burg,  125.50;   Danville,  Grove,  19.45;  Danville,  Mahoning, 


37.26,  Y.L.B.,  5.03;  Jersey  Shore,  20;  Lycoming.  5;  Milton 
Y.W.Soc,  35;  Renovo,  Y.L.B. ,  3;  Sunbury,  22.25;  Washing- 
ton, 27,  Y.L.B.,  10;  Williamsport,  ist,  127.30;  2d,  38.10;  3d, 
20.43,  499.82 
Parkersburg. — Buekhannon,  8.42;  Hughes'  River,  2;  Par- 
kersburg,  10;  Spencer,  1.75,  22.17 
Philadelphia. — Arch  St.,  Mizpah  Bd.,  25:  Bethlehem  S.S., 


30:  Central,  a  lady,  50;  ist  ch.  N.  Lib.,  S.C.E.,  10;  Green 
Hill,  S.C.E.,  12;  Hebron,  S.C.E.,  9.50;  Mem'l,20;  Olivet,  75, 
Graham  Bd.,  9;  Temple,  30,  Y.  Men's  B.C.,  37.50;  Tioga, 


25.15,  Prim.  Sch.,  11.32;  W.  Park,  2.82,  347.29 
Union. — Hebron,  2.05;  Hopewell,  5;  Knoxville.  2d,  50.86, 
S.C.E.  Jr.,  5;  4th,  40.05;  Belle  Ave.,  5.50;  Mt.  Zion,  8.32; 
New  Market,  12.52:  S'ew  Providence,  19.50;  Rockford,  2.15; 
Shannondale,  17;  So.  Knoxville,  6.17;  Spring  Place,  3.23  (8^.15 
from  collections  at  meetings  held  by  Mrs.  White),  177  93 

Wellsboro'. — Elkland,  8.35;  Mansfield,  2,  10.35 
Wooster. — Apple  Creek,  1.25;  Ashland,  21;  Bellville,  4; 
Canal  Fulton,  8;  Creston  (Synodical  object,  i),  s;  Congress 
(Syn.  obj.,  1),  17;  Doylestown,  Syn.  obj.,  i;  Frederecksburg 
(Syn.  obj.,  1.40),  8.15;  Mansfield  (Syn,  obj  ,  1.25),  34  75;  Nash- 
ville, 5;  Orrville  (Syn.  obj.,  i),  2.40;  Savannah,  Y.L.B.,  it; 
Wayne,  3;  W.  Salem,  5;  Wooster,  Westm'r,  (Syn.  obj.,  i), 
35.25,  Coan  Bd.,  2.50;  Division  ch.,  1.46,  177.76 
Miscellaneols.— Cleveland,  O.,  Willie  Porter,  i;  Clifton 
Springs,  N.Y.,Mac,  5,  M.  G.,  50  cts.;  Phila.  A.Y.,  20:  Miss 
Emma  Roberts,  20.25;  a  Christmas  gift,  3;  Mrs.  H.  A.  Brown, 
dee  d,  1.15;  N.  Sewickley,  Pa.,  Mrs.  P.  D.  Gardner,  25  cts.; 
Ridgefield,  N.  J.,  a  friend,  2.50;  interest  on  investment,  180; 
int.  on  deposits,  67.05,  300.70 


Total  for  December,  1896, 

Less  refunded  to  Aux.  Princeton  Ch.,  Phila. 


$3,377.8 


2.657.84 

Total  since  May  1,  1896,  $32,070.45 
Mrs.  Julia  M.  Fishburn,  Treas.^ 
Jan.  1,  1897.  1334  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia. 


Receipts  of  the  "Woman^s  Presbyterian  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Northwest  to  December  20,  1896. 


Aberdeen.— Aberdeen,  C.E.,  15;  Britton,  5;  Pierpont,i.25, 

$21.25 

Bloomington. — James  D.  Burt,  12.50;  Bloomington,  ist, 
.5.28;  Champaign,  31.02;  Clinton,  Y.W.S.,  12;  El  Paso,  2.25; 
Minonk,  25.50;  Onarga,  5.25;  Paxton,  3;  Pontiac,  20;  Tolono, 
28.34;  Waynesville,  3.30,  148. 44 

Chicago. — Chicago,  Calvary  Ch.,  5;  Campbell  Pk.,  5.44, 
S.S.,  2,  C.E.,  17.50;  Central  Pk.,  3.35;  Ch.  of  the  Covenant, 
8.28;  ist,  103;  2d,  55.20,  Christm.asgift,  10,  S.S.,  30;  3d,  Y.W.S., 
12.57;  4th,  87.35,  Mothers'  Mite  Soc,  3.35;  Christ  Chapel  S.S., 
9.50,  Sewing  sch.,  6.22;  5th,  2.97;  6th,  21.75,  S.S.,  20,  C.E.,  20; 
41st  St.  Ch.,  31;  Emerald  Av.  Ch.,  11.10;  Englewood,  ist,  a 
member,  5;  Hyde  Pk,  39.35,  Busy  Bees,  25;  Jefferson  Pk., 
C.E.,  30;  Lake  View,  23;  Scotch  Westm'r  Ch.,  5;  South  Side 
Tabernacle,  7;  South  Chicago,  Jr.  C.E.,  2;  Evanston,  1st, 
13.25,  C.E.,  6.35;  South  Ch.,  21.02;  Hinsdale,  S.S.,  5.67,  C.E., 
4.10;  Lake  Forest,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Reid,  *'  Lily  Holt  Memorial," 
500;  Oak  Pk.,  Jr.  C.E.,  8;  Riverside,  30.24;  Homewood,  1.55; 
Waukegan,  17.02;  to  redeem  Mrs.  T.  Heyward  Hays'  gold 
chain,  35,  -  1,244.13 

Council  Bluffs. — Atlantic,  6.25;  Council  Bluffs,  ist,  13.14; 
2d,  1  70;  Greenfield,  5;  Griswold,  5;  Guthrie  Center,  3.60; 
Hardin  Tp.,  1;  Menlo,  18.85;  Missouri  Valley,  11.80;  Wood- 
bine, 1.50;  East  Side,  63  cts.,  68.47 

Denver. — Denver,  Central  Ch.,  10.90,  Y.W.S.,  50;  First  Av. 
C.E.,  8;  Hyde  Pk.,  5;  Highland  Pk.,  2;  Littleton,  2,  77.90 

Detroit. — Ann  Arbor,  75,  Y.L.S.,  10;  Detroit,  Calvary  Ch., 
C.E.,  14.70;  1st,  81.37;  Forest  Av.  Ch.,  28.31,  Westm'r  League, 
44.10;  Jefferson  Av.  Ch..  24.14,  Arbutus  Bd.,  115;  Memorial 
Ch.,  16.74,  S.S.,  3.07,  C.E.,  2.50;  Iramanuel  Ch.,  9.80,  Gailey 


Brown  Bd.,  9.80;  Trumbull  Av.  Ch.,  C.E.,  9.80;  Westm  rCh., 
76.99;  East  Nankin,  C.E.,  4.90;  Independence,  C.E.,  4.90; 
Milford,  35.88;  Pontiac,  S.D.  Circle,  27.44.  Y.W.S.,  15,  C.E., 
13.61;  White  Lake,  9.80;  Wyandotte,  4.96;  Ypsilanti,  45, 

682.81 

Freeport. — Argyle,  60;  Freeport,  ist,  15,  legacy  of  Mrs. 
Marsh,  25;  2d,  4.40;  Guilford,  S.S.  Gleaners,  13.25;  Galena, 
ist,  11;  Woodstock,  7,  135.65 

Grand  Rapids. — Evart,  5;  Grand  Rapids,  ist,  11;  Westm'r 
Ch.,  8.17,  C.E.,  12.50,  V.W.S.,  9.82;  Ionia,  10.75,  C.E.,  5; 
Hesperia,  3.41;  Ludlngton,  3,  Bd.,  4.56,  73.21 

Hastings. — Edgar,  2,  C.E.,  6.59;  Hansen,  C.E.,  10,  18.59 

Indianapolis.— Indianapolis,  Mr.  W.  S.  Hubbard,  114.58 

Kalam.\zoo.— Allegan,  a  member,  5;  Burr  Oak,  i;  Kala- 
mazoo, 17.02;  Plainwell,2;  Richland,  14.71;  Sjturgis,  10;  Three 
Rivers,  4.25,  SS-QS 

Kearney.— Central  City,  4.80,  C.E.,  15;  Kearney,  7.21, 
C.E.,7.84;  Lexington,  Jr.  C.  K.,  i;  North  Platte,  4.15;  Shelton, 
3.25,  C.E.,  5;  Wood  River,  C.E.,  6,  54-25 

Lake  Superior.— Calumet,  7.10,  Bd.,  s;  Escanaba,  5;  Ish- 
peming,  17;  Iron  Mountain,  4.85;  Negaunee,  5.52;  Manistique, 
14.13;  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  10;  St.  Ignace,  5,  73.60 

Madison.— Platteville,  German  Ch.,  12;  Whitewater,  legacy 
of  Mrs.  Ellen  McCoy  Wier,  397,  409.00 

Mankato. — Blue  Earth  City,  14;  Delhi,  15;  St.  Peter,  5.31; 
Worthington,  11,  Busy  Bees,  16.87,  62.18 

Mattoon. — Paris,  80.00 

Milwaukee. — Cambridge,  10;  Horicon,  2.<j7;  Milwaukee, 
Calvary  Ch.,  20;  Iramanuel  Ch.,  C.E.,  25,  Willing  Workers, 
50;  Perseverance  Ch.,  3.68,  C.E.,  19;  Protestant  Home  for  the 
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Aged,  i;  Westm'rCh.,  C.E.,  5;  Ottawa,  3.50,  C.E.,  3;  Racine, 
40;  Waukesha,  14,  196.65 

MiN.NE.M'OLis.— Minneapolis,  Bethlehem  Ch.,  6.85;  ist,  Y. 
L.S.,  10;  Grace  Ch.,  2;  Westm'r,  56.80,  Y.W.S.,  20,  95-65 

Monroe. — Adrian,  50;  Coldwater,  V.L.S.,15;  Hillsdale,  32; 
Monroe,  10,  107.00 

Niobrara.— Pender,  Jr.  C.E.,  3;  Wakotield,  5,  8.00 

Omaha.— Craig,  2.10,  Bd.,  1.19;  Fremont,  11.23;  Osceola, 
90  cts.;  Omaha,  Castellar  St.  Ch.,  7.66,  C.E.,  5,  S.S.,  2.50; 
Ontario  St.  Mission,  i,  Jr.  C.E.,  2;  Kno.x  Ch.,  6.10;  ist,  10.80, 
C.  E.,  25:  2d,  6.10;  South  Ch.,  1.94;  Schuyler,  1.70;  Valley, 
2.40;  Tekamah,  2.40,  Jr.  C.E.,  2;  Waterloo,  1.62,  93-64 

Ottawa. — Au  Sable  Grove,  10.45;  ^^'altham,  10,  29.45 

Petoskev.— Boyne  City,  91  cts.~;  (.'adilLic,  6;  Clam  Lake, 
57  cts.;  Mackinaw,  2.57;  Harbor  Springs,  ij.26;  East  Jordan, 
10.2S,  C.  K.,  11.25;  Lake  City,  2.92;  Petoskey,  28.66;  Traverse 
City,  4.35,  79-77 

Pi'EiiLo.— Canon  City,  1st,  21.50;  Colorado  Sprmgs,  ist, 
46.75,  S.S.,  14.27;  2d,  2.50,  Jr.  C.E.,  1.43:  El  Moro,  1.65;  La 
junta,  2.50,  Monte  Vista,  5;"  Pueblo,  ist,  12.50,  C.E.,  5;  Mesa 
Ch.,  Y.L.S.,  15,  C.E.,  4;  Fountain  Ch.,  :>..so\  Westm'r  Ch., 
2.50;  'I'rinidad,  ist,  6.90,  144.00 

'Rkd  Rivek.— Crookston,  1.86,  Jr.  C.E.,  5;  Fergus  Falls,  32; 
Fisher,  4;  Moorhead,  5;  Warren,  6.85,  54-7i 

Sr.  Paul.— Hastings,  7;  St.  Croix  Falls,  7.82;  St.  Paul, 


Goodrich  Av.  Ch.,  10.50;  Dayton  Av.  Ch.,  22.78,  S.S.,  7.87; 
Central  Ch.,  17.86;  ist,  2;  House  of  Hope,  39.50;  9th,  2.40; 
Macalester,  12.40;  Merriam  Pk. ,  5;  St.  Paul  Pk.,  1. 10;  Westm'r 
Ch.,  4;  Rush  City,  4.40;  Stillwater,  AUbright  Bd.,  26.28,  170.93 

Southern  J ) ako  r.\.  — P.ridgcwater,  14;  Canastota,  2.50;  Can- 
ton, 1.42;  HuiK  y,  1  larinony  Ch.,  10;  Parker,  6.27,  C.E.,  17; 
Scotland,  30,  J  r.  C.E.,  5;  Sioux  Falls,  1.75;  Parkston,  6.86,  9<}.8o 

Utah. — Logan,  1.35;  Mt.  Pleasant,  3.85;  Ogden,  10;  Smith- 
field,  80  cts.;  Mite  Savers,  1.05,  17-05 

Winona. — Albert  Lea,  110;  Winona,  5,  115.00 

Whitewater.— College  Corner,  5.75;  Greensburg,  53.55, 
C.E.,  3.68;  Knightstown,  4;  Lawrenceburg,  4;  Liberty,  4.37; 
Rushville,  14.54;  Richmond,  12.68;  Shelbyville,  12.50,  115.07 

M  isi  Ki.i.ANEOUS. — Wis.,  Mrs.  A.  Purnell,  10;  Indiana  Syn'l 
Soc,  to  redeem  wedding  ring,  10.25;  Mrs.  L.  C.  Van  Hook,  5; 
Anon.,  50  cts. ;  Colorado  Springs,  Mrs.  Wiley,  25;  Holloway, 
Mieh.,  C.E.,  5;  Pueblo,  Westm'r  Ch.,  C.E.,  5,  60.75 

Total  for  month,  $4,700.51 
Total  since  April  20,  $25,387.65 
The  $10  reported  in  December  as  a  gift  from  Deer  Lodge 
should  have  been  credited  to  Butte. 

Mrs.  C.  B.  Farwell,  Treas. ^ 

Room  48,  McCormick  Block. 
Chicago,  November  20,  1896. 


Receipts  of  the  "Women's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  for  December,  J 896, 


.44;  2d,  41.03; 

14.58;  Pres^l 
262.58 
13;  ^^'estm'r, 


Bin(;hamton.— Binghamton,  ist,  87.50;  Lnmaiuiel  Chapel, 
S.S.,  10,  Jr.  C.E.,  5;  West,  10;  Cortland,  67.62;  Waverly,  ist, 
12.02;  Whitney's  Point,  7.50,  $199.64 

Brooklyn.— Brooklyn,  Central,  Y.L.S.,  5,  Bd.,  freight, 
2.50;  Duryea,  P.  off.,  28.73,  Bd.,  53  cts.;  ist,  12;  Franklin 
Ave.,  5.83,  S.S.,  3.85;  Greene  Ave.,  12.92;  Lafayette  Ave., 
S.S.  Sliss.  Ass'n,  29.17;  Mem'l,  22.25;  Ross  St.,  3 
South  3d  St.,  14. 58,  P.  off.,  30.67;  Throop  Ave"! 
Soc,  P.  off.,  5.50. 

Buffalo. — Buffalo,  Calvary,  73.63;  North,  23 
6.25;  Olean,  Jr.  C.  E.,  2.50,  105.51 

Che.mung. — Elmira,  ist,  29.50;  Franklin  St..  5;  North,  15; 
Moreland,  2.10;  Southport,  5,  56.60 

Ehenezek,  Kv. — Covington,  coll.,  7.31;  Dayton,  5,  coll.,  5; 
Lexington,  2d,  3.25,  P.  off.,  11. 13;  Mt.  Sterling,  coll.,  8.77; 
Sharpsburg,  coll.,  5.40;  Williamstown,  2.25,  48.11 

Hudson. — Goshen,  Y.L.S.,  26.65;  Haverstraw,  50;  Middle- 
town,  ist,  6;  Nyack,  11.72,  Jr.  C.K.,  20:  Otisvillt-,  3.30;  Ram- 
apo,  Jr.  C.E.,  i;  Unionville,  10;  Wt-st  Town,  11,  139-67 

Lvo.NS. — Lyons,  51.05;  Newark,  30;  .Sodus,  5;  Wolcott,  14, 

100.05 

Morris  and  Orange,  N.  J.— Morristown,  South  St.,Y.L.S., 

65.00 

New  York. — New  York,  Brick,  407.50;  Central,  27,  Th. 
off.,  86;  Ch.  of  the  Covenant,  Willing  Workers,  8.25;  De  Witt 
Mem'l,  Mothers  Meeting,  5.55;  Fifth  Ave.,  500,  Y.W.S.,  100; 
First  Union,  34.28;  Fourteenth  St.,  Y.W.S.,  15,  C.E.,20;  4th, 
105;  Harlem,  Th.  off.,  8.05,  Estate  of  Mary  E.  Miller,  100; 
Madison  Sq.,  5,  Estate  of  J.  B.  Hills,  in  mem.,  250,  coll.  12.85; 
Olivet  Chapel,  S.S.  Miss.  Ass'n,  35,  Shining  Lights  Circle,  10; 


Phillips,  255,  S.S.,  100,  80th  St.  Miss.  S.S.,  15;  Washington 
Heights,  30;  W.  M.  Langdon,  3,  2,132.48 

NiAt;.\KA. — Albion,  20.50;  Barkers,  P.  off.,  6;  Carlton,  1.50; 
Holley,  11;  Lockport,  48.47;  Lyndonville,  10;  Mapleton,  2.15; 
Medina,  17.50;  Niagara  Falls,  ist,  10,  127.12 

RocHEsi  ER. — ^A von.  Central,  10;  Dansville,  coll.,  2.10;  Mos- 
cow, coll.,  3;  Ogden,  15.50;  Rochester,  Brick,  40;  Calvary, 
6.25;  Central,  coll.,  10;  ist,  50,  coll.,  9.55;  Mem'l,  coll.,  5; 
North,  25;  Scottsville,  coll.,  3.92;  Pres'l  Soc,  9.69,  190.01 

St.  L.\wrence. — Canton,  12.50;  Gouverneur,  17,  Jr.  C.E.,  3; 
Hammond,  5.25;  Watertown,  ist,  29;  Stone  St.,  9.50,  76-25 

Syracuse. — Baldwinsville,  20.30;  Canastota,  36.48,  Jr.  C.E., 
8.10;  Cazenovia,  Torrey  League,  5;  Fulton,  25;  Marcellus,  10, 
Jr.  C.E.,  11;  Mexico,  34.30:  Onondaga  Valley,  11;  Oswego, 
ist,  15;  Pompey,  15;  Syracuse,  East  Genesee  Ch.,  3;  4th,  64; 
Mem  1,  12.50;  Whitelaw,  5,  275.68 

Westchester.— Brewster,  5;  Mahopac  Falls,  5;  Mt.  Ver- 
non, 36.89;  New  Rochelle,  ist,  50,  Bd.,  13;  2d,  6.25,  P.  off., 
18.50;  Patterson,  10.27;  Peekskill,  ist,  100;  Rye,  50.37;  Sing 
Sing,  96.95;  Yonkers,  ist,  65,  457-23 

Miscellaneous. — Colls,  at  156  Fifth  Ave.,  53.85;  Mrs. 
C.  H.  Meigs,  in  mem.  C.H.M.,  75,  128.85 

Leg.vCy. — Estate  of  Mrs.  Eleanor  Boyd,  170.00 


Total,  $4,534-78 
Total  since  April  i,  1896,  $26,678.71 
Miss  Henriett,\  W.  Hubbard,  Treas., 

156  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  City. 
Mrs.  H.\lsey  L.  Wood,  Asst.  Treas., 

349  Lenox  Ave.,  New  York  City. 


Receipts  of  the  Woman's  Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Southwest  for  the 
Month  ending  December  24,  1896. 


Neosho. — Chanute,  5.70;  Colony,  4.50,  Bd.,  3.25;  Fort 
Scott,  10;  Independence,  19;  lola,  2.50;  Pittsburg,  5,  $49.95 

Oklaho.ma. — Anadarko,  2.25;  Guthrie,  13.85,  C.E.,  2;  New- 
kirk,  55  cts.,  Jr.  C.E.,  2;  Oklahoma  City,  18.50,  39-i5 

Sequov.\h. — Fort  Gibson,  5;  Muskogee,  7.10;  Pleasant  Val- 
ley, 6;  Tahlequah,  5;  Tulsa,  50  cts.,  C.E.,  5,  28.60 

Topeka.— Junction,  15;  Lawrence,  7.02;  Leavenworth, 
C.E.,  20,  Jr.  C.E.,  5;  Stanley,  5;  Topeka,  ist  S.S. ,  15.34,  67.36 


Miscellaneous. — St.  Louis,  Mrs.  Chas.  McKee,  5,  Miss 
Keith  by  sale  of  Year  Books  and  Bookmarks,  23.30,  28.30 


Total  for  month,  $213.36 

Total  to  date,  $3,337-26 
Mrs.  Wm.  Burg,  Treas., 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Dec.  24,  1896.  1756  Missouri  Ave. 


Receipts  of  the  "Woman^s  Occidental  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  to  December,  25,  J 896. 


Benicia.— Healdsburg,  2;  San  Rafael,  60,  C.E.,  6.25;  St. 
Helena,  10,  Crown  Winners,  i;  Santa  Rosa,  C.E.,  9.90;  Val- 
lejo,  22.50;  Miscellaneous,  Pres'l  coll.,  7.50,  $119.15 

Los  Angeles. — Alhambra,  Jr.  C.E.,  1.50;  Azusa,  26,  C.E., 
6.50;  Ballard,  1.75;  Coronado,  4.35;  El  Monte,  1.55;  Glendale, 
2;  Inglewood,  6,  C.E.,  3.77;  Los  Angeles,  2d,  22.75,  Interme- 
diate Soc,  5;  Bethany,  Bd.,  5,  C.E..  5;  Belhesda,  7.69;  Boyle 
Heights,  C.E.,  8,  Jr.  C.E.,  8;  Central,  41,  Golden  Rule  Club, 
14,  Chinese,  Morrison  Bd.,  5;  Grand  View,  13,  Kate  Dimmick 
Bd.,  6.10,  Light  Bearers'  Baby  Bd.,  5;  Immanuel,  Mae  Bell 
Bd.,  50,  Mary  T.  Minor  Bd.,  7.59,  C.E.,  10;  Spanish,  2,  Span- 
ish Sch.  Bd.,  5.25;  Monrovia,  2,  C.E.,  8;  National  City,  Jr. 
C.E.,  5;  Ontario,  Westm'r,  1.28;  Orange,  7,  Golden  Links, 
2.06;  Palms,  4;  Pasadena,  ist,  C.E.,  5;  Calvary,  5;  Pomona, 
9;  Redlands,  28.25,  C.E.,  15;  Riverside,  Arlington,  19.25,  C.E., 
4.80;  Calvary,  15,  C.E.,  5;  San  Bernardino,  12.50;  San  Diego, 
40;  Santa  Ana,  5.73;  Santa  Barbara,  Y.L.Soc.  20;  Santa 
Paula,  7.50;  Tustin,  5.50;  Ventura,  11.62,  512.29 

Oakland. — Alameda,  14,  C.E.,  6.25,  Jr.  C.E.,  4;  Berkeley, 
31;  Centreville.  6.50;  Danville,  4.50;  Mills  College,  Tollman 
Bd.,  35;  N.  Teme.scal,  13;  Oakland,  ist,  86.60;  Telegraph  Ave. 
Jr.  C.E.,  1.25;  Brooklyn,  173;  San  Leandro,  2;  San  Lorenzo, 
C.E.,  5,  382.10 


San  Francisco. — San  Francisco,  ist,  280,  In  His  Name 
Soc,  25,  Miss  Latham's  Class,  2.75,  Western  Star  Band  of 
Hope,  10;  Calvary,  50,  Jr.  C.E.,  5.50;  Franklin  St.,  2.80,  Step- 
ping Stones,  65  cts.;  Howard,  2.90,  C.E.,  1.70;  Memorial,  3.25; 
Mizpah,  2.30,  C.E.,  5;  St.  John's,  C.E.,  25;  Trinity,  25,  S.S., 
16,  C.E.,  6.40;  Westm'r,  11.50,  Mattie  Nash  Bd.,  5.10;  Miscel- 
laneous, Franklin  St.  Church,  3.50;  Olivet,  2.65,  487.00 

San  Jose. — Boulder  Creek,  3;  Cayucos,  20;  Los  Gatos,  12, 
Y.L.Soc,  12.50;  Milpitas,  C.E.,  1.25;  Palo  Alto,  C.E.,  10:  San 
Jose,  ist,  83.30;  2d,  36.65;  San  Louis  Obispo,  11.90;  Santa 
Clara,  26,  C.E.,  5;  Skyland,  2;  Templeton,  C.E.,  5,  228.60 

Stockton. — Fresno,  ist,  10.50,  C.E.,12.50;  Madera,  5;  Mo- 
desto, 1.80;  Stockton,  C.E.,  5,  34.80 

Miscellaneoiis. — Mrs.  H.  N.  Bissett,  5;  Mrs.  V.  C.  Gam- 
bell,  25;  Board  rec'd  at  "  Home,"  20,  50.00 


Total  for  the  month,  $1,813.94 
Total  since  March  25,  1896,  $4,662.90 
Mrs.  E.  G.  Denniston,  Treas., 
920  Sacramento  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Dec.  25,  1896. 


